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VICTORIA.

EMIGRATION FROM THE HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS OF
SCOTLAND.

Ordered by the Council to be printed, 20th December, 1852,

C. J. LA TROBE, Message No. 47,

Lieutenant Governor.

REFERRING to former Messages on the subject of Immigration, the Lieutenant
Governor transmits, for the information of the Council, the copy of a Despateh from the
Right Honorable the Secretary of Btate for the Colonies, giving cover to certain
documents respecting a Soclety which has been established for assisting Emigration
from the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland to Australia.

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 29tk December, 1852.

(No. 46.)
SiR, Downing Street, 31st July, 1852.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from Sir Charles Trevelyan, as Chairman g yuy, 1850
of the Society which has been established for assisting Emigration from the Western Highlands
and Islands of Seotland to Australia, and in compliance with the desire thorein expressed, I
have to request that you will take such measures as you may think best for assisting the Agents
of the Soeiety, in the Colony under your Government, in obtaining employment at the full
current rate of wages, for the Highland Emigrants, in pastoral and agricultural pursuits; and
in recovering from them, by periodical deductions from their wages, the sums advanced by the
Society to enable the Emigrants to defray their deposits and outfits, for the repayment of which
the respective heads of families have given their Promissory Notes.
I have the honour, &e.

(Signed) J. 8. PAKINGTON,
Y.ieutenant Governor La Trobe,

&e., &e., &e.
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Stz €. TrEVELYAN To THE Rrgur How. Sm J. PARINGTON,

4, 8t. Martin’s Place, July 29, 1862
Sig,

S1wcE you did Sir J. McNeill and me the honor of listening to our statement of the
motives whieh have induced us to support the Society which has been established for assisting
emigration from the Western Highlands and Tslands of Scotland to Australia, the plan has been
matured and brought into successful operation ; and the Society has obtained, in a very satisfactory
degree, the confidence of the public and of the population more immediately affected by it. ‘

Emigrants from the Hebrides have sailed or will sail in a few days to Australia, with the
assistance of our Society, as follows :—

Ship. Date of Sailing. Dostination. No. of Emigrants.
Medina - - - - . June 25 Adelaide - . - - - 54
Araminta - - - - . 26 Geelong - - - - - 194
Georgiana - - - - July 13 Goelong - - - - - 372
Ontario- - - - - , 31 Sydney - - - abont 330
Marmion - - - - August Morcton Bay - - - - 250
1,200

I inclose a serics of printed Papers which will place yon in possession of all the leading
points connected with this nndertaking ; and I would especially call your attention to the list of
Emigrant Families who sailed for Port Phillip on board the “Georgiana,” from page 79 to 86, and
the statement of the proportions of the different ages and sexes, at page 87.

My immediate object in addressing you is, to request on behalf of the Committee of the
Highland and Island Emigration Society, that the objeet and plan of the SBociety may be com-
municated to the Governors of the several Australian Colonies, and especially to the Governors of
New BSouth Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, to which ships containing bodies of emigrants
agsisted by our Socicty have already sailed ; and that the respective Governors may be instructed
to takoe such measures as they may think best, to assist our agents in obtaining employment, at the
full current rate of wages, for the Highland emigrants, in pastoral and agriculfural pursuits, and
in recovering from them, by periodical deductions from their wages, the sums advanced by our
Society to enable them to defray their deposits and outfits, for the re-payment of which the respective
heads of families have given their promissory notes. The instructions which have been furnished
to our agents will be found at page 119 of the correspondence,

The people in the Hebrides and on the adjoining mainland of Seotland are pressing in
greater numbers than ever to be sent to Australia ; but their means have been so exhausted by the
breaking down of the system of society founded wpon Potato cultivation, that they cannot, without
assigtanee, pay their deposits and outfits, which average about £3 a head. If, therefore, the
Colonial Governors and Houses of Assembly consider that the emigration of this class of people, in
whole families containing equal proportions of both sexes, will be for their advantage, or are dis-
posed, on grounds of humanity, to assist them, there is no way in which they could promote the
object so effectually as by securing the prompt re-payment of the sums advanced by our Society,
in order that they may be again employed, at the earliest practicable period, in enabling other
families from the distressed distriets to emigrate to the same Colonies.

The names of our Agents in the Colonies are :—
Sydney.—Robert How and John Walker,
Melbourne.—Thomas Dickens and John Oswald Gilchrist.
Adelaide —Alexander Lang Elder, George Elder, junr., and William Elder.
I have, &e.,
(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN.

The Right Hon. Sir J. Pakington, Bart.,
Secretary of Btate for Colonial Affairs.
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HIGHLAND AND ISLAND EMIGRATION SOCIETY.

PATRON :
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE ALBERT.
COMMITTEE :
The Rieur Hon., tae Lorp MAvor.
The GoveERNoR oF THE BANK or ENGLAND.

His Grace The Duke of Buccleuch, Mr. Sheriff Fraser, of Skye,

The Right on. the Earl of Shaftesbury, W. T. Haly, Esq.

The Hon, Arthur Kinnaird, M.P. Henry Kingscote, Esq.

The Hon. F. Scott, M.P. Mac Leod of Mac Licod.

Sir Charles Forbes, Bt. J. M. Mac Leod, Esq., of 8t. Kilda.
Sir Charles Trovelyan, K.C.B. The Rev. H, Mackenzie, Vicar of 8t. Martin-in the-
Col, Sir Duncan MacDougal. Fields.

T. Baring, Esq., M.P. Cluny MacPherson, of Climy.

E. Cardwell, lsq., M.P. Bouamy Price, Ezq.

Charles Cowan, Iisq., M.D. W. G. Prescott, Esq.

Baron L. de Rothschild, M.P. J. Skey, Esq., M.D.

Mr. Alderman Salomons, M.D. George Robert Smith, Eaq.

W. Benson, Hsq. Samucl George Smith, Jun., Fsq.
C. Buxton, Esq.

TREASURER :
The HON. ARTHUR KINNAIRD, M.P.
SECRETARY :

J. B. STANDISH HALY, Esq.

OFFICE : A .
4, St. MarTIN'S PracE, TRAFALGAR SQUARE.

THE attention of the benevolent British Public has long been awakened to the lamentable
destitution prevailing in the Island of Skye and other overpopulated Highland and Island districts.
For five years past a great part of the people of these distriets has been supported out of that
portion of the munificent subscription raised in the winter of 18467, for the relief of the Famine
in Ireland and Scotland, which has been administered by the Edingburgh and Glasgow Relief
Committees. .

This Fund is now exhausted, and the condition of the people remains unimproved. They
cannot support themselves in the Jand of their fathers ; and the hardy and loyal Highlander is in
danger of being converted into a professional mendicant.

There 1s need of a complete and final remedy.

Happily there are in other parts of Queen Vietoria’s dominions, favoured climes, where
the labor whieh at home has no field for its employment will become lhighly productive and
remunerative. They who are a burden to the British community in the mother-country, will
beeome 2 support to it when they have been transferred to the colonies. Instead of living on our
alms, they will give valuable equivalents for our manufactures ; and, above all, they will exchange
a life of demoralising dependence for one which will abound with the rewards of industry and
enterprise.

It has been asecertained that a large proportion of this redundant population, seeing no
other prospect of escape from misery, are desirous-of emigrating to Australia; and it is proposed
to assist these poor people to proceed thither, or, as may be hereafter determined, to other British
Colonies, by means of a Fund to be raised by subscription, and to be administered according to
the following Rules:

1. The emigration will be ¢onducted, as much as possible, by entire families, and in accord-

ance with the rules of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners.

2. Passages to Australia are provided by the Commissioners, from Colonial Funds, for
able-bodied men and women of good character, and not exceeding a specified age, with
a certain proportion of children, on production of a stated guantity and deseription of
clothing, and on paymeont of a deposit of from 1. to 2/. for adults, and 10s. for children.
For persons exceeding a specified age, a larger amount of deposit is required.

The emigrants asking for aid will be required to apply all their available means to
defraying the expense of their outfit and deposits.

8. The Society will advance the sum necessary to make good whatever may be deficient for
these purposes, as far as its funds will admit, in the Districts to which it may be deter-
mined to extend its operations.

4. The owners or trustees of the properties from which the emigrants depart, will be
expected to pay one-third of the sum disbursed on account of the emigrants by the
Society. The emigrants will be required to repay to the Society the whole of the sums
advanced to them, which will again be applied in the same manner as the original fund.

The Committee cannot but urge the groat benefits which must acerue on every side from
such a mode of relief.

&
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The destitute portion of the population of the distressed distriets will be placed in a posi-
tion of comfort and independenee ; the Colonies will be benefited by the immigration of a moral
and industrious population, whose tastes are peculiarly congenial to the pasteral life of Australia;
the general conrse of emigration will be improved by the prominence given in the plan of coloni-
zation by unbroken families, including at least an equal proportion of females; and the industrial
schemes contemplated for the improvement of Agriculture in the Highlands and Yslands of Seot-
land, and of the Fisheries on their coasts, may be carried ont with far more freedom and better
prospeets of success when the surplus population has been vemoved.

Tfis Royal Highness Prince Albert has been graciously pleased to express his approbation
of the object and plan of the Committec, and has given them full authority to announce his willing
acquieseence to become patron of the undertaking.

Subscriptions are received at the following Bankers :—
At the West End.

Messrs, Bouverie, Murdoch and James, 11, Haymarket.
Messrs, Coutts and Co., Strand.

Messrs. Drummond, Charing Cross.

Mossrs. Hervies and Co., 1, 8t. James's Strect.

Messrs. Ransom and Co., 1, Pall Mall East.

In the Uity.

Mesers. Prescott, Grote and Co., Threadneedle Strect.
Messrs. Smith, Payne and Co., Lombard Strect,
Messrs. Williams, Deacon and Co., Birchin Lane.

And at the Office of the Committee, 4, 8t. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, where
every information as to the details of the plan will be afforded.

Mav, 1852,

The plan of the Society, which is based upon a just apporvtionment of the burden among
all the parties concerned—the colony, the emigrant, and the landowner from whose cstate he
departs—has now been organized in all its details; and two companies of cmigrants, consisting
onc of 54 and the other of 194 souls, have left Skye for Australia.

The Emigration Commissioners have placed shipping at the disposal of the Society, as
underneath ; and the Agents of the Society are actively engaged, in conjunction with an officer of
the Emigration Commissioners, in selecting emigrant families from the estates of those Proprietors
who have agreed to pay their proportion of the expense.

Number of Passages
Ships’ Names. DPOPt of Degtination. Date to be allotted for Hmigrants

epartare. ready. from Skve.

rom Skye.
Miltiades ...... Liverpool ...... Melbourne ... June 30 150
Georgiana ...... Glasgow ... Geelong ... July 3 260
John Gray...... Liverpool ...... Sydney......... July 8 75
Chance ......... Liverpool ...... Melbourne ... July 14 100
Flora ............ | Liverpool..... . | Geelong ...... July 15 50

635 Adults, equal to at least 8§00 souls.

And other arrangements are in progress, by which a much larger number of passages will
shortly become available for emigrants from the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

As, according to the plan of the Society, advances have to be made, not only for the deposit
and outfit of all the members of cach emigrant family, but also for paying the passages of those
members who are ineligible for free passages, according to the rules of the Emigration Commis-
sioners, it is fearced that the amount already subseribed will not provide for the emigration of more
than about one thousand persons ; and the Committee thercfore carnestly request that those who
foresee in the success of this undertaking, important bencfits to the Highlands and Islands of Secot-
land, to Australia, and to the entire British community, will forthwith malke such donations to the
fund of the Society as they are able.

JunE, 1852,



SUBSCRIPTION LIST.

£
Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen . 800
His Royal Highness the Prince Albert, K.G. 105
His Grace the Duke of Buccleueh, K, G. 100
His Grace the Duke of Argyll . . . 100
His Grace the Duke of Sutherland, K.G. 100
The Marquis and Marchioness of Stafford—
{1st Subscription) . 20
Ditto  ditto (2nd Subscription} . 160
The Countess of Dunmore 100
The Dowager Lady Forbes, of Newe, N.B. 100
Sir James Matheson, Bart,, M.P, 150
Alexander Matheson, Esq., M.P. . . 150
The Right Hon, the Earl of Derby . . 80
The Right Hon. and Right Rev. the Lord
Bishop of Londen . . 25
Her Grace the Duchess of Norfolk . 25
The Lady Willoughby de Eresby 25
Part of a sum of £2,600 raised b;, subscrip-
tion in Australia at the period of the
famine of 1846-7, for Relicf by Fmigra-
tion, by the Hon, Francis Seott, M., ., 8500
Part of the balance of a sum subscribed in
1348, for the relief of British workmen
expelled from France . . 8500
The Australian Agrxcultuml Company . 200
Baring, Thomas, Hsq., M.P. . 50

Coffin, 8ir Edward Pine { Comnussa.ry Gen. } 50
Elphmstone Hon. Mountstuart (1st Sub.)
Ditto {2nd Sub.)

[ L
o]

Jervoise, Sir Samuel Clarke, Bart. .
Jones, Loyd and Co., Messrs, . .
Prescott, Grote and Co., Messrs. .
Rothschild, N. M. and Sons, Messrs.
Smith, Payne and Smiths, Messrs, .
Malmesbury the Right Hon. the Karl of
Pakipgton, The Right Hon. Sir J ohn,
Bart., M.P.
Walpole, The nght Hon. 8 »pencer, up.

AL A . . . .
Acland, 8ir T. Dyke, Bart., M.P.
Adair, Lady, for the Isle of Skye
Adams, J, H., Esq.

A Triend {pel “Mossrs. Drummonds) .
Anonymous {ditto} for the Isle of Skye
A Lady . . . . . .
Andover, the Viscountess (for Skye)

A Barrister (ditte} . .
A Triend (ditto}) .

A Highland Servant (dltto)
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A Swiss Friend (ditto) . 1
“ A Widow’s Mite” (ditto) 1
Anponymous {per MacLeod of Mac Leod) 3
Anonymous, for Skye (per Seeretary) . . 5
Argyll and the Isles, The Bishop of . 10
Arnand, E., Esq. . . . . . 3
Arnot, Miss . . . 1
Bdllhe, Henry, Esq., M P . .10
Bampton, Rev. J ohn . . . . 1
Barclay and Co., Messrs, . .10
Barker, William, ¥sq. . . . . 8
Bmufmt Dowager Duchess of . . . 1
Begsley, Dr. . . . 1
Benson, William, Esq . . . .21
Blair, Mis, E. C. . . . . .20
Blair, Mrs. Lambert . . . .20
Blake, John G., Esq. . . 5
Bogue, Adam, Esq. 10
Boucher, Johu, Esq. . 10
Bovill, Miss . P 2
Bridge, Rev. Stephen . . 15
Bridge, Rev. Stephen (2nd Payment} .87
Bridge, Rev. Stephen {3rd Payment} . 383
Bridge, Rev. Stephen (4th Paymenﬁ) . 5
Bromley, R. W., Esq. . 1
Burchett, J. R., Esq 5
Burrowes, Rev. H N. 5
Buxton, Charles, Hsq. . 20
Buxton, Sir Bdward N, Bmt R 10

SO0 CLODOOD ooooof

<

SO OOHNOWODODOOO

coe CooCco®me ool

<

OOOOOOOOQQQOOQOOOOOO<OOOOOOOOQOQOOOOOYOOOO DO O0UOODOOoDLOOL

C. ¥. {per Messrs. Drummonds) .
Cameren, D., Esq., of Lochiel .
Campbell, Col. Andrew . . .
Campbell, Donald, Esq. . . .
Canning, Lady . . .
Cardwell, E,, Esq., MP

Carlisle, The Very Rev. the Dean of

N

Carnegie, Lady . . . . . . .
Carruthers, P., Esq. N . .
Chambers, R., Esq . . . .
Champion, Miss E. . . . .
Chantrey, Lady . . . . .
Chisholm, The . . R . .
Clark, Sir James, Bart. . . .

Clifford, Colonel . . . .

Clinton, Dowager Lady . . . .
Cochrane Vice-Admiral 8ir T, . .
Coffin, Mrs. General Pine . . .
Coffin, Miss Pine
Collection at St. Matthew’ sChdpel Sprmg
Gardens, after a Sermon by the Bxshop
of Argyll and the Isles . .
Collection at Stockwell (‘hapel .
Collection at St. Thomas's Church, New-
castle-upon-Tyne, per the Rev. R. Clay-
ton . . . . .
Coliier, J. P., Esq. . . .
Colquhoun, J. C., Esq. . .
Cowper, Right Hon. Harl .
Craigie, Capt., R.N.
Crawford, Colvin and Co
Cropper, Edward Esq. . .
Cropper, John, Esq .
Cumming, Rev. J., D D.’ .
Cure, Capel, Esq.. . -+«
Dalmeny, The Lady . .
Dayis, Sir John ¥, Bart., F.R.8.
Davis, Hart, Hsq. . .
Denison, Lady Charlotte . .
Dixon, Capt. M., R.N
“ Do as you would be done by
Dorrien, Misses .
Dundas, Robert, Esq.
Elliott, Mrs. . .
Ellis, George H., Esq.
Ellison, Rev. Noel T.
Erle, Sn‘ William .
Farrer, James, Esq., M. P
Ferguson, Dr. . - .
Foley, Lady Emily . .
Forbes, Sir Charles, Bart.
Foster, George H., Esq.
Foster, James, Ksq. .
Fuller, Hugh, Esq. .
Gardner, P., Esq. . .
Gawen, Mrs. B . .
Galdie, John, Esq. « .
+
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Grant, Miss Sebylla
Galliford, Mr. B. B.
Hamilton, Andrew, Esq.
Hamilton, Claude, Esq. . .
Hankey, Thomson, Jun., Esq. .
Hardwicke, Capt., The Farl of, RN' .
Harper, Mrs. . . .
Harrison and Son, Mosc;s . .
Herschel, 8ir John, Bart.
Heywood, Messrs., Sir Ben.]amm, Bart.,
and Co., Manchester . .
Heywood, " Arthur H., Esq., Manchester .
Hibbert, X., Esq., Watﬁ)rd . . .
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H.J. L. . .
Holford, Robert Stayncr, qu . .
H. S. . . . .
Hughan, Mr@ . . . .

Jackson, William, Esq . . .
Janson, Frederick H., Esq. . .
J. B. . .
Jeffery, J Esq {for Skye\ . .
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Welly. Sir Fitzroy, Ier Majusty's Solicior
Cenersl . . . . .
Kenyon, John, }usq
" iidd, R, C. luwl
T\mmmd Hon Arthuar, M P,
I\nmmrd Right Hon. Lord
Ixnlthd Sir Johin, Bart.
Labouchcre, John, I}aq
Langton, Rev. Charles and Mis. .
Lcm 3.8, Esq. . .
Le Baq C. 1., Esq. . . .
Lethbﬂdgc A G, Esq. . .
Lr)m,, ﬁ Esq., Mayor of Bath . .
L.J.r . . . .
Lud}m\ Licutenant Colonel .
Maex \ulaw C.Z., Esq. .
Macanlay, Kenncth, Esq., QC . .
Macaulay, Right Hon. 1. B . .
Machear, Mr AL DL . .
MaeDougal, Col. Rir Duncan .
Mac Innes, Lieutenant General .
Mackenzie, Rev, (. .
Mackenzie, Right Ion, Holt . .
MacLeod, J. M., Isq., of St. Kilda
Mac Leod, Lieutonant "Goneral Chas.
MacLeod, Major W, . .
MacPherson, Cluny, of (‘luny
M‘lcl’hcxs(m Richard, Fsq.
Macqueen, Captain L, . . .
M. B. {per Messrs. Willis and Co 0.} . .
Me Grigor, 8ir James, Bart, . .
McKirdy, J. G., Esq. . . R
Malthy, Mrs. . . .
Mandevilie, The Vwcount M. 7. . .
Mangles, Ross D., Bsq., M.P. R
Martin, Ronald Jameq L\q
M'u'tm, Sir Flomry .o . .
“ Mary Ann” {for Skye) . . .
Mayor, Tho Right Hon, the Lord . .
Melville, The 1lon. W. L. . .
Miller, W., Esq., Conmuswr} General
N[onl\lcmd "Mis. B .

Moore, Janes Carrick, qu . .

M(ngm JUM, Tsg, . . .

Murehison, Sir R J. . . .

Miurray, Lady Elizalioth A .

Nor th Mls . . . .
Onkes, Mrs. . . . . . f

Osborn, Sir G., Dart. P . .
‘Osborne, Hon, and Rov. 8. Gr., and Mrs.
Osborno N . . .
Otto, Colonel .
Oxfmd, remitted flom thmugh Mossrs,
Robinsoen, Parsons and Co. . . .
Page, Thomas Eaq. . . . .
Parke, Right Hon Sir James . . .
Peers, Charks, Xsq. - . . .
Peets, Mrs, . . . . .
Penrhyn, FEdward, Esq PR . .
Perceval, . A., qu . . . .
Perceval, Han. Mis. . . R .
Perey, Hon. Mrs. . . . . .
Petrie, Sanuel, Esq. .
Pocot,k "Wﬂlmm Esq.

Pole, (;apt'un (xeorgc . . . .
Pole, C. W., Esq., . . R . .
Polc, Frederick, Esq. . . . .
Pole, Mrs. Georgc . . . .
Pope, Rev. L. . . . .
Portal, Miss . .

Poat(me Smmps S .

I‘otter, Mrs. . . . .
Price, Bonamy, Fsq. .
Price, H, R., tmd Pott, l\lesm~
hwdlcv Mrs., by Miss \Vremh
R-awlinson, Robert, Exq.
lichardson, Jaes, Esq. . .
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Robertson, Willlam, Esq.

Reobinson, 1. Crabb, Bsq.

Tobinson, Marmaduke, Tisq.

Robinson, Mrs, Fd, . . .

Rollinson, Miss . . . . .

Rose, H. B, isq. . .

Im~ebexw Ihqht IJon. l«nl of . .

Rot]my . C., Tsq. . . . .
Jothery, William, Tosq. . .

Rous, Tov. Gcmge .

Russell, Right 1on. Lord John, M. l’ .

Ryan, 8ir Edward

S‘Llomons David, Iisq., Aldn and M r .

Sandeman, Hugh F., Esq. . . .

Shaw, Benjamin, E«eq. . . . .

Shaw, 8ir John, Bart, .

Sibthorp, Mrs. Waldo

Simes, N. 1., Esq. .

q]mpkmtaon Rev. J. .

Singleton, Lady Mary

Sitwell, J. 1., an. . . . . .
Skey, Dr. . . N
Skey, Dr. (2nd “Ul)‘scllptlou) . . .

Smith, H(‘m'y I’oxter Lsq. . . .
St. David? s, The Lord thnp of . .
Stewart, Cay stain . . .
Stewart, Chm les ., Esq.

Qtld\noy, Thomas, fsq. (Deput\ Commis-

sary (teneral} .
S’mddart Captain, RX. . . . .
Stone, Samuel, lsq. . . .

Stuart, Lord James, M. p.
'[‘zwlor William, Esq.

Pelford, Misscs, per 1, 1. EHI Esq. .
Todd, Mrs, . . .
Tooke, T., Bsq., F. RS .
Trevely :m, Ma}m . . . .
Trevelyan, Mrs. . . . .

Trevelyan, Miss . . . .
Trevelyan, Raleigh, lisq,

Trev d\an, Sir V\ !It Cal\ellov qut.
Trevelyan, Rev, . O.

Trevelvan, Sir lellcs E K. C‘ B.
Trevelyan, W. D., Esq. . . .
Trevelyan, Mrs. W, . . .
Pruro, The Lady . . . .

T T T S

Tulloch, James, Esq. R . . .
Turner, Ceeil, Ksq. . . . .
Turnor, Thomas, Esq. . . P
Upcher, The Hon, Mrs. . . .
Valiant, Lady . .

s e o

Vaughan, Rev. Dr. (Harrow)
Vineent, Jacob, Esq. - . .
Wakeficld, Mlss M. . .
‘Walker, James, Hsq.

‘Walker, Rev. Josiah, B. C L.
‘Walker, William, P’sq .
Ward, The Misses

‘Warden of New College, Oxford
‘Watson, Joshua, Fsq. . . .
‘Watson, Rev, W. . . .

Wehb, Captam R.E, . . . .
W cd(mo@d Miss E, 8. . . . .
W. K. 8. . . . .
Wigram, Colonel Ely . . . .
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Wigram, Loftus, ¥sq. R . 5

Wild, Mr. . . . . , 48 9
Wilson, Benjamin, qu . . 5 0
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ME. ¥YRASER, SHERIFF-SUBSTITUTE OF SKYE, TO THE AGENTS OF THE
McLEOD, McDONALD, AND SKEABOST PROPERTIES.

No. 1.
To Joux Suiry, Esq., AceENt oF THE McLgop PROPERTY.
December 8, 1851.

MR. McASKILL, Rhuendunap, promised to write to you, requesting your support, as
trugtee on the McLeod estate, of an Emigration Society recently established here. I enclose a
printed statement and address issued by the acting Committee, and may add that the movement
is not only supported by persons of all classes in the island, but has excited much attention
amongst the people to the subject of emigration. About 130 families, representing perhaps
from 600 to 700 individuals, have already given in their names as willing to go to Australia,
provided we can procure the means of sending them. I have been in communication with the
Emigration Commissioners, who are disposed to reconsider their regulations as to deposits, with
the view of inercasing the facilities for the emigration of cutire families ; and all we now require
is funds.

For the necessary pecuniary support we must depend chicfly on public subseriptions; but
it is an indispensable preliminary to a successful appeal to public liberality, that those more
immediately interested should contribute in some proportion to the advantage which ihey may
cxpect to derive from the movement.

The benefits of cmigration to proprietors of over-peopled estates is too obvious to require
argument ; but, though equally bencficial to creditors in possession of such estates, yet, as in
their case, an advanee of money to sceure the advantage cannot be made without difficulty,
it may be nceessary to show that the advantage is such as to make it imprudent to forego it.

The depreciation of the value of Highland cstates, rendering them at present almost
wnsaleable, is owing more to the existence of destitution in the Highlands, and the ery to which
it gives rise, than to any other cause ; nor can Highland property be expeeted to attaln its fair
value in the market until that ory is at an end. For the cxisting evils of the country, such an
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emigration as we have every prospect of carrying through, if efficiently supported, appears to be,
if not the best, at least the most immediate and available remedy ; yet it is a remedy that cannot
be applied by individual proprietors without giving risc to clamours and complaints of evictions
that tend very materially to render Highland property unpopular as an investment. Under the
auspices of such a Society as ours aversion to emigration is in a great measure obviated, and
jealousy of the motives of its promoters disarmed, and it comes to be regarded as a boon. If,
then, it be an important advantage to all interested in Highland property to rclieve destitution
by the removal of a part of a population generally considered superabundant, without incurring
the odium of evietion, and the eharge of compulsory expatriation of the people, I think you will
agree with me that it is decidedly for the interest of creditors holding property in Skye to
promote our scheme by pecuniary aid.

There is a rumour in ecireulation, and one, I believe, not whelly without foundation, that
Government contemplate the imposition locally of an able-bodied Poor Law; and it is not
improbable that the manifestation of any unwillingness on the part of holders of property in the
distressed districts to originate or co-operate in measures of relief by means of emigration or
otherwise, may precipitate such a measure. It is not for me to speculate upon its probable effects
in other respects, but as I am by no means assured that the present willingness of the people to
emigrate would continue after such a measure had been propounded, I think it highly desirable
that no time should be lost in putting us in possession of funds to make a beginning. Should it
unfortunately happen that the administrators for creditors are unsble to make the advances
which the exigeneles of the Country seem to require, it will certainly afford an argument either
for an able-bodied Poor Law, or for some measures to necessitate sales of encumbered estates at
whatever sacrifice may be required to seeurc purchasers.

I have to apologise for the freedom with which T have stated what hLas occurred to me in
this matter, but its importance seemed to demand it.

No. 2.
To James BrowN, Hsq., AcENT oF THE McDoNaLDp PROPERTY.

December 28, 1851.

I #AVE to acknowledge your esteemed favour of the 20th, in much of which I fully
coincide with you.

The benefit to the Proprietors should not influence us, but it ought certainly to be borne
in mind by them, in determining the amount of aid which they ought to extend to our under-
taking ; for what might be a reasonable subscription from one having only a benevolent object in
view, may fall far short of what is reasonable when coming from one who, in addition to the
benevolent object, has also a pecuniary advantage to gain by the undertaking. Debitor non
presumitur donare ; and I am afraid that if I were to offer a subseription of £5 to an under-
taking of public utility and benevolence, but which was also to benefit me peculiarly to the extent
of £100, my subscription would scarcely be deemed a reasonable one, or imputed to public spirit
or benevolence. It might even be misrepresented as “ giving a sprat to cateh a whale,” and as
taking advantage of the disinterested liberality of others to obtain a private advantage that
otherwise I should have to pay for.

I am quite of Sir John MeNeill’s opinion as to the perfeet fairness of expecting the
landlords to contribute sums in some degree commensurate with the advantages to be derived by
them ; and I do not think that Sir Jobn has over-estimated their share of the advantage as
equivalent to one-half of the cost. This, however, is considering the matter on the ground of
equity, but when the question of ability to contribute is taken into account, I admit that we must
be satisfied in some cases with a smaller amount of assistance

I am not afraid that any reasonable amount of subscription from proprietors would subject
the scheme to the imputation of being at bottom a landlord’s move ; and we have now made such
progress with the people that jealousy of the movement on their part is no longer to be appre-
hended : but there is one danger which I think is a formidable one, and which you do not seem
to have taken into account, namely, that when our appeal and subscription-list come to be
published, the public may look upon the whole as a thinly-disguised plot to shift the expense of
emigration from the Proprietors on to the public, and to save the former from all but 2 nominal
outlay at the cxpense of the contributions of the benevolent.

Y beg you to understand that I do not make these remarks with reference to the amount
which you propose that Lord McDonald should contribute, and of course still less with reference
to the very handsome sum which you individually offer, but simply in reply to thd general
argument in your letter. But here I must refer to a particular matter on which it is necessary
that some understanding should be come to, as otherwisc the recurrence of snch cases may lead to
misconstruction and strictures unfavourable both to the Proprietors and to our Soeciety. The
only family whom we have yet assisted is that of a poor man from the Point of Sleat. Tt
consisted of the man himself, his wife, and eight children. He was the first that came forward,
and in consequence I promised that he should be the first we would assist when we got funds.
As he was a tenant, I expected that his own means would be available to some extent. He told
me, however, that his only cow had heen sold for rent, and that all he had was some articles of
furniturc and a little erop which might produee £9, if he could get away at onee, but which
would necessarily be consumed if he were obliged to remain for the winter. I mentioned his
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case to the Emigration Cormmizsioners, and they having ngreed to take the family for £3, the
man was seut for ; but when he came again and was asked about the produce of his ervop, &e., on
which we reckoned s going so far to meet the expensg, we found that it had indeed fetchied the
£9 as expected, but that the factor had retained £4 15s. 6d. of that sum to clear Lis rental
aceount, and that the balance had been expended in procuring clothing for his family, but had
been insufficient for that purpose, so that we must advance not only the whole passage-money,
but £2 more to supplement his clothing. T do not mean to question here the propriety of the
proceeding ; and I am willing to admit, that if the Proprietors, on the one hand, contribute
directly all that ean reasonably be expected from them, they ought not, on the other hand, to be
expeeted to contribute further indirectly in the abandonment of their legal demands, But if
Proprietors arc not to contribute directly as such, and are also to exact to the uttermost their
elaims, though, as in the Sleat case, to the effect of depriving intending emigrants even of the
means of elothing themselves for the voyage, I am afraid that the effect on the public mind will
not be favourable either to Proprictors or to our scheme. The publie will be apt to compare
such an amount of support to our scheme with the inducement to emigrate offered to his people
only last year by the proprietor of the comparatively small estate of Straithaird, who was willing
to abandon all claims for arrears, to let his people convert their stock for their own benefit, and
to advance £1200 to them over and above to help them to meet their expenses. T should not be
surprised were the falling off attributed to expectations connected with the formation of our
Society, and interpreted as corroborative of the-suspicion alluded to in a former part of this letter.
I write in much haste, which I beg you to excuse, and T remain, &e.

No. 8.
To Rosert CHRISTIE, EsQ., AGENT oF THE SKEABOST PROPERTY.

January 6, 1852

I ax favoured with yours of the 2nd instant, in answer to my letter to you of the Gth
ultimo, and regret to find that you think it out of your power to contribute to the fund of an
Emigration Society.

I am at a loss to conceive how the result of the proceedings of the Highland Destitution
Relief Board can affect the prospects of a Society for facilitating emigration, the one undertaking
being both in its ends and means essentially different from the other.

Without intending either to assent to or dissent from your views of the effects of an able-
bodied Poor Law, I must repeat my conviction that nothing can more promote the adoption of
such a measure than the circumstance of the Proprietors, and those in their place, abstaining
from doing what the exigency of the Country renders necessary. Whether the Government will
propose such a measure or not, I cannot of course say, but that it has been in their contemplation
I have reason to know ; and if it shall be found that nearly three-fourths of the whole Country is
at present in the hands of ereditors, and that those ereditors think themselves entitled to exact to
the uttermost all the rights of proprietorship without fulfilling the duties attached to that rela-
tionship, it cannot but materially strengthen the arguments both for an able-bodied Poor Law
and for an Tincumbered Estates Act. Our Bociety has eome forward to avert such a crisis by
procuring means for facilitating the relicf of the evils of the Country by a voluntary emigration,
We have succcoded in cxeiting such a desire for emigration, that we have alrcady upwards of
2000 souls on our lists as willing to emigrate. We have succeeded in obtaining from the
Emigration Commissioners some very favourable modifications of their rules; and all we now
require in order to ecomplete success is efficient pecuniary support. If that support be denied to
us by those whose patrimonial interests are to be directly benefited by our exertions, we can
hardly expect it from those who have no such intercst, and who are in no respect responsible for
the well-being of the people. We have done everything in our power to ensure success, and
should we fail, our failure must be attributed to those who withhold from us the support and
encouragement which we were entitled to expeet. On them the responsibility must rest.

T hope you will yet reconsider the subject, for T do not think you sufficicntly appreciate
either the importance or the necessity of the movement, or the value of the services of those by
whomn it has been originated ; and I also hope that when you have so recongidered it, you will try
to devise some means for enabling you sufficiently to support it. T have only to add that the
sooner I hear from you the better, as much valuable time has already been lost in respect to
appealing to the public for aid, which we cannot well do until we know what is to be expected
from the Proprietors, on which the tone of our address to the public will in some measure depend.

No. 4.
Mr. Cartstie 1o Mz, FrAser.
26, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgl,
January 21, 1852,
I 1AvE to acknowledge the reeeipt, on the 19th, of your letter of the Gth instant, again

requesting me to contribute to the funds of your Limigration Society; and after giving the
matter my mest careful eonsideration, I can sce no reason to alter the opinion I have already

expressed on this subject.
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Your whole argument appears to me to be based on a fallacy, that there is an obligation
on the proprietor of an estate either to support the able-bedied persons who may be located upon
it, or to afford them the means of removing elsewhere, to try to botter their condition. Now this
proposition I most emphatically deny, as 1 do not conceive there is any obligation, cither legal or
moral, upon a proprictor to support the able-bodied poor upon his estate, more partieularly when,
as 18 the case with Skeabost, these parties have beon in possession of the cstate for several years
without paying any rent.

The ease of ereditors in posscssion is, if possible, still stronger on the moral obligation
than that of a proprictor; and indeed if any such obligation could be lield to attach to them, they
might with equal justice be called upon to contribute to the support of the Proprietor himself, if
he had no other means of subsistence.

Notwithstanding what you state, I cannot bring myself to believe that any Government
could ever contemplate introducing o measure to establish a local able-bodied Poor Law; therchy,
as I said before, confiseating to o certain extent the wlhole property within the district in which
the law was meant to operate.

If, too, your statement that nearly three-fourths of the country are in the hands of
creditors, be well founded, the fact would only render such a procecding more monstrously unjust,
as it would be a confiseation of the property of those parties, to cure an evil which they had no
share in ereating.

I have noticed in some of the Loudon papers that it is in contemplation to bring in an
Encumbered Estates Aect for Scotland, a statement which did not surprise me, feom knowing how
ignorant the English press in general is of all local Secoteh matters. T must be permitied, how-
ever, to state that I scarcely expected you would have given eredit to such a report, as you eannogt
fail to know that in Scotland we hLave had somewhat similar Aets for the last 170 years, and
which, taken in connexion with the Bankrapt Statute, scem ealenlated to answer every purpose of
the Irish Act, although perhaps it might be advisable to simplify the forms of proceeding. Amny
improvement on this head I should not be disposed to ward off by contributing to your Society,
were I otherwise inclined to do so.

I trust you will do me the justice to believe that in the observations I have felt myself
called on to make in answer to your application, I have not meant to express, nor do T entertain
the slightest doubt of the perfect bona fides in whicl the ITighland Destitution Board and your
Society have been and are proceeding, although T must be permitted to retain the opinion I have
formed, after the fullest consideration, that the procecdings of both have not been at all caleulated

to strengthen or restore that feeling of self-dependence without which a people ean never expeet
to prosper.

No.

*en

Mzr. FrasErR 10 Mr. CHRISTIE.

January 24, 1852,

I mavE this evening received yours of 21st, written in answer to mine of the 6th instant,

You seem to think that creditors in posscssion are free from the responsibilities that
would attach to the proprictors who are their cedents. T can admit no such distinction.
Creditors coming into possession cannot take more than their debtor had ; and if the estate of the
debtor was limited by certain veal responsibilities, those responsibilities arc not wipod off by the
circwmstance of the estates passing from the debtor’s hands into the hands of those who can only
dorive their right from him. There is therefore no reason for assaming that you, as a trustee for
creditors, are exempt from any of the duties or respousibilitics that would uttach to the most
independent proprictor in Skye.

You appear to assume that proprietors arc not only legally but morally eutitled to cxact
all the privileges of property, free from all respousibility for the dutics generally assumed to attach
to the relation of proprictorship. To that assumption I must be permitted to demur. Those
duties are gencrally recognised in public opinion; and if it has hitherto been deemed unnecessary
to fortify them by legal sanctions, it is because religion, humanity, and even an enlightened
perception of sclf-interest have been thought sufficient goarantees for their observance. You
express great alarm for the consequences of an able-bodied Poor Law ; but T must be permitted to
say, that I doubt if the ablest advocate for such a measure ever wrote anything so perfectly
caleulated to reconeile the public to the adoption of it as the expression of the views contained in
your letter. *

I am glad to find that you do not doubt the bona fides of the Socicty of which I am
chairman, theugh yon condemn its objects. 1 do not know what the extent of your personal
acquaintance with the country may be, but I may perhaps be excused for saying, that sinee my
appointment of cheriff-substitute of it, now upwards of seven years ago, I have been coustantly
resident in it, and have paid the utmost attention to its concerns; that the Society can boast of
having amongst its members some of the most intelligent and judicious men in the island ; and
that it has been honoured with the cordial support, uot only of persons of all classes, and of
almost every shade of opinion in the country, but of persons of high standing, talent, and
information, in the southern parts of this kingdom. It is quite possible that we may all be in
the wrong, and you right, but that is scarecly tliec more probable conclusion.
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I have by this post sent off an appeal to the public in support of our seheme, for publica-
tion, and a eopy of it will ere long be in your hands; and I proposc being soon in Edinburgh to
promote the movement, which T believe to be essential, not only to the safety of the people, but
to the interests of the Proprietors. It will give me exceeding pleasure should I find that your
views on the subject have echanged ; buf if not, I shall at least have the satisfaction of knowing,
that amongst all the persons with whom I have been in correspondence upon the subject, there
has been no other individual who has doubted either the propriety or the prudence of the
movement ; or who has questioned the benevolence or the wisdom of aiding a destitute people to
remove from a land where they are in misery and danger, to one where they may be able to earn
their own livelihood by their own labour.

IL

St C. TREVELYAN 10 THE KEDIToas oF THE LonpoN MoarNine PAPERS.

4, St. Martin’s Place, May 22, 1852,
It will be scen from the following extraets, to which numerous others might, if necessary,
be added, that an urgent nceessity oxists for accelerating the removal of the redundant popula-
tion of the Island of Skye, before emaciation and disease do their work as they did in the
emigration from Ircland to Canada in 1847; and I may add that the state of other parts of the
distressed north-western districts, both in the islands and on the mainland, is hardly a degree
better :

“Mr. Fraser to Sir C. Trevelyan, dated May 13, 1852.

“ At our meeting yesterday, so many of the poor intending ecmigrants attended, all anxious
for some information as to their prospects of getting away, that my court-room could not hold
them, and we had to adjourn to the parish chureh. Many of these people are in a state bordering
on starvation ; and I have seldom had a more painful duty to perform than to address them with-
out being able to give them any distinet information on the matter, which to them in their pre-
sent circumstances is one of such frightful interest.

“ The Rev. James MeQueen, of Broadford, to the Rev. John Kennedy, dated May 17, 1852,

“ The state of the people in general is most alarming. There never has been anything
like the present distress. 1 can hardly deseribe my feelings, seeing and hearing their lamentable
complaints, and seeing my fellow-creatures weeping before me, when I cannot help them. May
God have mercy on them! I know not what will become of them.”

There is also an nrgent nceessity for saving a vast amount of property in Australia which
is perishing for want of hands. A Commissariat officer just arrived from Victoria, saw in several
districts of that colony, sheep and cattle tarncd into the corn-fields to eat down the crops, it being
impossible to obtain labourers to reap them. The capital invested in sheep, whose number is
estimated at 7,000,000 of sheep in New South Wales, 7,000,000 in Vietoria, and 6,000,000
bhetween Western Ausbralia, Southern Awustralia, and Van Diemen’s Land, or 20,000,000 of
sheep in all, is also in imminent danger. The flocks have already, in great tracts of country,
been doubled wup, in numbers beyond the power of one man to attend o them; and it will ge
impossible to save the next clip of wool without a large additional supply of labour.

As the Highlanders, who are all more or less accustomed to the care of sheep and cattle,
will be accompanied by their families, they will be more likely to settle down wpon the sheep-
farms than any other class of emigrants; and neither their language nor habits fit them for the
active competition and sustained hard labour which would await them at the diggings.

But if starvation in Secotland, and the wholesale destruction of national capital in Aus-
tralia, are to be averted, sufficient means must be at once provided by public subscription.

The plan is as follows t—

1st. The free passages given by the Emigration Commissioners from colonial funds to
certain classes of emigrants, will be obtained for those members of each family who
are cligible for them.

2nd. The emigrants will be required to sell all they have, and pay, as far as they are able,
for their own outfit (including the regulated deposit for bedding and mess utensils),
when they are eligible for free passages, and for their passage and outfit, when they
are not eligible,

3rd. The Highland Emigration Soeiety will advance whatever is wanting for these
purposes, as @ loan to be repaid by the emigrants after their arvival in dustralie;
and the sums repaid will be applied to sending out more emigrants. And,

4th. The landowners whose estates will be relieved by the departure of the emigrants, will
be required to repay, as a gift to the fund, one-third of the advances made to their
dependents.
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But T repeat that success entively depends upon the immediate collection of adequare
funds. A national exigency calls for o prompt and extensive national effort. If ever there was a
case for a collection at the church-doors, or from houss to house of those whom God has blessed
with means, this is one. ¢ Freely ye have received, frecly give.”
C¢. E. TREVELYAN,
Chairman of the Highland and Tsland Emigration Committee.

I1I.

Coronern PrIprs To Sin (., TREVELYAN.

Osborne, May 28, 1852,

I 7AvE submitted the whole of the papers which you have been good enough to forward to
me, to His Royal Tighness the Prince Albert.

The general apprehension which appears to be now entertained of the loss of a great part
of the Australian wool, for want of adequate labour, proves to me how prudently and upon what
good principles your benevolent exertions, and thosce of the Committee associated with you, have
been based. The only doubt appears to be, whether emigrants can be sent out fast.cnough to
stem the progress of the Australian famine for labour, by relieving the Highland famine for food.
The only possible chance against a large portion of the emigrants deserting to the diggings,
appears to me to be in the system of family emigration ; and it really scems that what are usually
considered the prohibitory clogs to emigration, the old and the very young, would now be very
useful as forming anchors by which a family would be held to a rural home, with plenty of space
and plenty of food.

T have great pleasure in informing you that the Queen has been pleased fo dircet me to
state that it is Her Majesty's intention to subscribe a sum of £800 from the Privy Purse to the
Highland Emigration Socicty.

Iv.

Mr. Bonamy PricE To Mr. FosTER, 0F WHARFESIDE, NEAR BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE

I LeARN from the newspapers that the woollen manufacturers of Yorkshire are seriously
alarmed by the prospect of a failure of the supply of wool from Australia, oceasioned by the
migration of the agrieultural population to the gold-diggings, and are deeply anzious to provide
some remedy for so formidable a calamity. I hope you will not think I am trespassing unwar-
rantably on your time if I bring under your notice an Association well calculated to meet the
emergency.

Two extremitics of the Brisish Empire arc at this moment threatened with evils involving
public and private misforunes of the severest kind. The desertion of his shepherds, and the
consequent destruction of his flocks, impend over the Australian sheep-farmer; on the other hand,
the decay of the potatoe-cultivation and the breaking down of the gystem of small holdings, expose
1 large mass of the Highland population of Scotland to absolute starvation. These calamities, if
unaverted, would bring fearful miseries on these districts; but the suffering would not be con-
fined to them. One of the most cxtensive and important branches of England’s trade would be
paralyzed. Immense losses, perhaps even to the extent of a serious contraction of their business,
would be inflicted on the manufacturers of Yorkshire and other places. Multitudes of industrious
operatives would be thrown out of employment, and destitution spread over regions now flourish-
ing with prosperity and happiness. Humanity and self-interest unite in furnishing the strongest
motives for seeking energetically the prevention of such terrible misfortunes.

Fortunately, the evils under which Australia and Scotland suffer are of a directly opposite
nature, and are capable of being made to correct and neutralize cach other. Seotland labours
under an exeess of labour and a deficiency of food. Australia has a superabundance of food and
an overwhelming want of labourers. Tt would be a disgrace to England and the civilization of the
19th eentury-—not to speak of Christian philanthropy—if an empire, commanding means wuex-
ampled in the history of the world, lacked the skill and the encrgy to ward off needless desolation
and ruin by so simple a process as the transfor of the superfluous resources of one province to
relieve the deficiencies of another. It concerns us deeply as Christians, as Englishmen, and ag
the Rulers of the greatest empire known to mankind, not to allow such dishonour at the cost of
such suffering to befal us through our own incapacity.

The problem then is to bring Seotland and Australia to bear on the relief of each other;
and T think that the Society recently formed for assisting Emigration from the Highlands and
Islands of Seotland offers the solution. The Seotch Highlanders scem peculiarly fitted for
supplying the wants of Australia. Their virtues and their failings alike qualify them for the
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task. They are familiar with the care of sheep. The great strength of the bonds of family and
of race disposes them, as their brother Celts of Ireland, to cmigrate in masses; wlhilst their
indolent temper, and their aversion to long-sustained labour, would make the pastoral life of
Australia precisely suited to their taste, and render them comparatively insensible to the tempta-
tions of an exeiting but toilsome search for gold. It is well known, too, that the presence of their
families would be a powerful inducement with Scotch Highlanders to settle down upon the sheep-
farms; no other body of settlers could offer such a guarantee against roving.

The distress has now reached a crisls in the Highlands. The subseription prompted by
the failure of the potato in 1846 is now exhausted ; the means of supporting life have failed;
the wretched people recognise the forlornness of their situation, and, like the Irish, are eager to
save themselves by an exodus that might within a short period number 30,000 or 40,000
emigrants. They desirc to settle down in new regions in entire families ; an arrangement which
every good man must ardently desirve for the sake of the cmigrants themselves, and as the best
cErrcctive of the moral evils which have disgraced Australia, and injured the well-being of society
there.

Here then is a rarc and most fortunate combiunation of circumstances, which promises
exactly to repel the danger with which the trade of Yorkshire is threatened. Hitherto emigra-
tion en masse to Australia has been found impracticable. Individuals drawn from every part of
the eountry, commonly without their families, and proceeding in scanty numbers, is all that hag
been ag yet attained. A new cmergeney has sprung up, which the resources offered by such
isolated action is wholly unable to meet. An entire population is on the eve of deserting its
employment ; and a large distriet of England is in peril of heavy and perhaps irretrievable loss.
By o dispensation of God's Providence, another integral population, singularly qualified by its
habits and character to perform the work which is required, is ready and willing to £l up the
gap. What the manufacturers of Yorkshire seek presents itself spontaneously. Troops of cmi-
grants, to be numbered by tens of thousauds, are eager to provide that raw material whiech is
indispensable to the prosperity of Yorkshire, and that under conditions most favourable to the
welfare of the emigrants, of the eolony, and of the mother-country. A fitting machinery alone is
needed for accomplishing this invaluable work ; the Society, 1 conceive, supplies what is desired.

It proposes to carry out the emigration of the Highlanders to Australia in the following
manner. No selection of emigrants will be made, nor will families be broken up; each famliy
will emigrate bodily. The cost of the emigration will be defrayed trom the following sources -—

1. The Commissioners of Emigration will provide a passage gratis for all the able-bodied
men and women, and as large a proportion of children as the rules under which they act will allow.

2. The emigrants will be required to sell whatever property they may possess, and contri-
bute the proceeds towards paying the expenses of the outfit and passage, as far as they will
extend.

3. The additional sums required to provide,—1st, an outfit for those to whom the Com-
migsioners shall have granted a free passage; and 2nd, the whole cost of emigration of the
family, will be advanced by the Society as a loan upon the personal bonds of the emigrants.
Repayment within a reasonable time will be demanded in the colony.

4. The landowners of the estates from whicl: the emigrants proceed will be required to
contribute to the funds of the Society one-third of the outlay incurred for those emigrants.

You will perceive that by this arrangement the Society makes no gift of moncy to the
cmigrant.  Its funds are devoted solely to making advances, repayable by the emigrants, and will
be liable solely for the expense of agency and for losses ineurred through non-repayment. When
labour is in such urgent demand, and commands immediately such high renumeration, no diffi-
culty is apprehended in recovering from the emigrant a sum small compared with his meansg,
when once he is landed in the colony. Indeed the recovery of advances made to promote emigra-
tion is & process which is now constantly going on in Australia; and if proper precautions are
taken, no loss of any importance need be dreaded.

In recommending this Society to your notice, I am making no appeal to your charity. 1
address you as a Yorkshire manufacturer, deeply interested in procuring an adequate supply of
wool from Australia. I venture to hope in its behalf for the vigorous support of you and your
brother capitalists, as an instrument pre-eminently adapted to accomplish your objeet. The
Bociety, it 13 true, was not constructed for Yorkshire purposes: its aim was simply to transplant
a starving people from a region of want to one of plenty. One of those marvellous vicissitudes to
which colonial society is exposed has conferred on it the power whilst carrying out its special
design of relieving the Highlands, of performing besides an immense service to the colony and to
Yorkshire. It invites others to help in saving famishing thousands at small cost and risk : it agks
for the support of the Woollen Trade of Yorkshire, as the most effectual and economical instru-
ment of exceuting a work now urgently required for the safety of that trade. It is administered
by men of the highest standing, of the most eminent practical ability, and the most tried judg-
ment. It is diffenlt to conceive how Yorkshire could attain its end so cheaply and so cfficiently
by any other machinery. The society offers you Scotchmen, shepherds, families averse to roving;
a large body of people ready and able at once to enter upon this work ; the aid of the Government
Commissioners ; a eonsiderable contribution from landowners ; repayment of advances ; a working
staff, chosen from the best practical men which the colonial and other circles of London can
supply. Where could you get so much ?

Let me again impress upon you the greatness and rarity of the opportunity. Emigration
by dribblets cannot fulfil the pressing object of the manufacturers and the colonists. A flight of
the shepherds, both sudden and umiversal, is the danger apprehended: nothing therefore but a

&7
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supply of labourers, equally oxtensive and immediate, can save the flocks from destruction, Is
not this readiness of what may be called a whole people to embark instantly—a people beyond all
others snited to perform this particular work—a remedy as effeetive as it is unprecedented 7 May
not a religions mind diseern in it the benevolent action of Divine Providence 7 Will the woollen-
manufacturcrs of this great country, who are thus elearly farnished with the means, fail in the
will and the resolution to save themselves ?

But the benctit to be reaped from this emigration, if suecessfully achieved, would not be
Yimited to the averting of the ealamitics which now menace the woollen-manufaeturers of England
and the flock-masters of Australia. Even beforc the discovery of gold, a scarcity of labour was
severely felt in Australia. The sheep-owner eould not reckon on procuring a supply of shepherds
and servants at all proportionate to his wants; whilst the English manufacturer was unable to
foel that confidence respecting a continued sufficiency of the raw material at a moderate cost,
which would enable him to extend bis machinery and develope his trade with safety and effect.
The Scotch Highlander, like the Irish peasant, possesses in his (leltic nature, one element pecu-
liarly suited to meet this difficulty. The Celts retain that ancient disposition to migrate in
national masses, which has now disappeared from the other races of Europe. It may be confi-
dently expected that the successful establishment of the Highlanders in Australia would be
followed by a perpetual stream of subsequent emigration, It cannot be doubted that the Scotch
Celts would resemble the Irish in inviting their friends and relations whom they had left behind,
to come and share in the prosperity of their new country. Remittances of funds would be made
with the same carnestness and the sams gencrosity. The pregress of cmigration would thus
become eumulative ; and an approximation would be made towards that solution of the problem of
emigration, which has been so long and yet o ineffectually sought by the country.

V.

No. 1.

Sm (. TREVELYAN 10 J. 8. Brownniaa, Bsq., CUATRMAN OF TOE AUSTRALIAN
AcaricoLTuran. COMPANY.
May 24, 1852.

It appears from the communication T have had from Mr. Murdoch, that we are not likely
to have any serious difficulty with the Emigration Commissioners in effecting an arrangement for
sending a body of emigrants from the Highlands of Scotland direct to Port Stephen ; and I am
ready, thercfore, to reccive your proposal in regard to the preciso terms to be offered to the
emigrants, and to discuss all the other arrangements with you. I am always at the Treasury,
and shall be ready to see you there whenever you like to come ; but I will thank you to let Mr.
Price know when you mean to be there, in order that he may assist in the discussion.

You were so kind as to say that you would inguire whether the £200 which you stated
has been lately granted by the Australian Agricultural Company in aid of emigration, was for
us or for some other Society. If it should not be for cwr Society, I hope you and your col-
leagues will consider the propricty of making us an equal grant. The demand for labor in
Australia is more urgent and eritical now than it has ever been, and T am confident that such an
immediate and suitable supply as we can offer is not to be found elsewhere. It will be in vain
for you to send out emigrants under special contracts with your Company, if the effort which is
being made to bring down the present rate of wages in Australia is not supported. Tt will also
be in vain for us to appeal to the benevolent feelings of the publie, if those bodies, which like
your Company have a direct and primary interest in.the matter, do not come forward with
liberal subscriptions.

No. 2.
Mz. Brownnigs to Sir C. TrEVELYAN.

Australian Agricultural Company,
12, King's Arms Yard, London, May 26, 1852,

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant.

It appears to me that you labor under some misapprehension in supposing that I am
desirous, on the part of the Australian Agricultural Company, to make any proposals to the
Highland Emigration Committee ; on the contrary, I rather expected some from you, as when
Mr. Brickwood made the first communication to me touching the objects of that Committee, and
which led subscquently to my interview with you, I understood from him that you were anxious
to obtain the co-operation and assistance of the Australian Agricultural Company in carrying
out those objects; and that, while distinet mcans were calculated upon as available for the
passage of the intending cmigrants, according to the printed papers given to me by Mr. Price,
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those of making the deposit required from each by the rules of the Emigration Commissioners,
for the purposes of outfit, were not so clearly discernable.

Co-operation and assistance to the extent of that deposit, I was quite prepared to
recommend to our Directors, provided I saw a reasonable prospect of an equivalent to the
Company ; and T suggested to you, at our interview, that such equivalent might possibly be
found in directing one of the ships taking out emigrants from the Highlands to Port Stephen,
whereby a better chance would acerne to the Australian Agricultural Company of obtaining
the services of those they might require.

I pointed out to you that some advantage also might acerue to the emigrants themselves,
and the objects of your Society might be furthered by giving thet destination to a certain
portion of them. The expense at, and the temptations of Sydney would be avoided, and the
officers of the Company would, on the cmigrants landing at Carrington do all in their power
for their accommodation and eomfort; while not only the wants of this Company, but those of
the numerous flock-masters and settlers in the counties of Brisbane, Gloucester, and Macquarie,
.in Ldverpool Plains, and the districts of New England, the Clarence and Darling Downs, would
afford ample resources to the emigrants for obtaining immediate employment on such terms as
-the contracting parties might agree upon, and thus avoid infringement of the regulations of the
Emigration Commigsioners, which prohibit any contracts for service being entered into in this
country.

The subscription of £200 given by the Australian Agricultural Company, was to  The
Family Colonization Loan Society,” presided over by Lord Shaftesbury, as being one conducted
on principles originated by Mrs. Chisholm, and which our directors thought well of ; its
prospectus you have doubtless seon.

How far the Directors of this Company may consider themselves justified in making
donations from the funds of the Proprietors to other Sceieties formed for analogous purposes,
must depend on the means at their disposal, and various other considerations which will
necessarily engage their attention.

No. 3.

Sin €. TREVELYAN 10 MR. BROWKRIGG.
May 28, 1852.

I mAvE had the pleasure of receiving your letter of yesterday's date.

When we talked the matter over at the Treasury, I understood you to say, that in order
to make it worth the while of your Company to incur expense in sending emigrants to Port
Stephen, it would be necessary that they should enter into engagements to serve the Company
for three years; in consideration of which you would be willing to contribute towards the
expense of their passage, and to give them several advantages of the nature of cottages,
allotments of land, rations, &ec.; and we parted with the understanding that the further progress
of the transaction would depend upon the solution of the question how far such a condition
would be consistent with the co-operation of the Emigration Commissioners.

But I understand the purport of the letter I have now had the honor of receiving from
you to be, that while, on the onc hand, you will not contribute towards the expense of the
passage of the emigrants, or stipulate beforehand to give them any advantages after their
arrival ; on the other, you do not require that they should enter into any contract of service
with your Company ; but you propose that they should be perfectly free to enter, after their
arrival at Port Stephen, into any engagements they may think proper, either with your Company
or with any of the numerous flock-masters and settlers in the neighbourhood.

-I also understand you to state, that provided one of the ships taking out emigrants from
the Highlands of Scotland were directed to Port Stephen, you would be prepared to recommend
-to your Directors to contribute towards the expense, to the extent of the regulated deposits for
outfit, and that the officers of the Company would, on the emigrants landing at Carrington, do
all in their power for their accommodation and comfort.

I consider this last a more satisfactory basis of settlement than that which was at first
proposed, and I shall be prepared to recommend to the Highland Emigration Committee and the
Emigration Commissioners, that a ship should be despatched at the earliest practical date, to
Port Stephen, upon your Company pledging yourselves to contribute to our fund a sum equal to
the deposit for each emigrant Tequired by the rules of the Emigration Commissioners; it being
understood that our Socicty will be left pafectly free to carry out our plan in all its details in
this as in any other case, including the repayment to our fund of the whole of the advances
made to the emigrants, in order that similar assistance may be given to successive numbers of
persons wishing to emigrate.

With reference to the subject of the concluding paragraph of your letter, I would suggest
that if your Company consider that the firm establishment and successful operation of our Bociety
including its ultimate cxtension to other districts besides the Highlands of Scotland, would be
for the advantage of Australia, you would make known your approbation by a distinet subserip-
tion to our fund, the example of which would be likely to be followed by other corporate bodies
and mercantile firms connected with that country. All I ask is, that the merchants and the
agricnltural and hanking corporations connected with Australia should each give in some
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proportion to their interest in the movement; and we will undertake to expend their money
faithfully and econcmically for the object in view; and to get other large contributions from
landed proprietors also interested in the matter, and numerous other persens, from Her Majesty
downwards, who have no motive except that of pure benevolence.

No. 4.

Mz, BrowNricgo o S1r C. TREVELYAN,

Australian Agricultural Company,
12, King’s Armg Yard, London, June 9, 1852,

A prEss of business and other matters have prevented my earlier acknowledging your
letter of the 28th ultimo, for which I beg to apologize.

You state in your letter that you will be prepared to recommend to the Highland
Ymigration Committce and the Ewigration Comnrissioners, that a ship should be despatched to
Port Stephen at the carliest practicable date, upon our Company pledging oursclves to contribute
to your fund a sum equal to the deposit for cach emigrant required by the rules of the Emigration
Commissioners ; it being understood that your Socicty will be lett perfectly free to carry out
your plan in all its details, &e.

This proposition tends much to simplify the contemplated arrangements, and I am
authorized to state that the Australian Agricultural Company will contribute to the funds of
the Highland Emigration Committee £200, on the following conditions: viz., 1st. That a
vessel eontaining emigrants from your Society be sent direct to Port Stephen ; and 2ndly. That
amongst the emigrants so embarked there shall not be less than fifty men, whose age, &e.,
would render them eligible for a free passage under the existing regulations of the Colonial
Emigration Commigsioners.

The Australian Agricultural Company, in the event of these terms boing agreed to, will
ingtruct their officers to give the emigrants every accommodation as to temporary lodging and
shelter that Carrington and its neighbourhood afford ; due provision of meat and flour, with such
other articles of ordinary consumption as the stoves of the Company can afford, will be made and
issned to the emigrants at such rates ag will reimburse the Company, without any view as to
profit.

The Company’s officers will be instructed to take into the service of the Company as many
of the émigrants as may be required and be suitable for its purposcs, at the rate of wages then
current, as may be agrecd upon between the Company’s officer and the emigrant, the latter being
fuite free to engage or not, as he pleases; for those who may immediately enter the Company’s
service no charge will be made for lodging, or for the usual rations granted to similar laborers by
the Company.

This Company will also be happy to afford your Society, through the agency of its officers,
every practicable facility for realizing from the emigrants the repayment of the expenses incurred
on their account by your Society, according to your own regulations.

No. 5.

Sir C. TREVELYAN TO M. BrownEica,

June 11, 1852,

I 5AVE laid your letter to me,dated the 9th instant, before the Highland Emigration
Committee and the Emigration Commissioners, and supposing freight to Port Stephen can be
obtained at a reasonable rate, they are both ready to carry out the plan of sending a vessel
containing Highland emigrants direct to that port on the conditions proposed by you, provided
you are able to satisfy them upon one point, namely, that all the emigrants will obtain suitable
employment within a short period of their arrival, at rates of wages equal or nearly equal to
those which prevail at Sydney and Melbourne.

You state in your letter to me, dated the 206th wultimo, that not only the wants of your
Company, but those of the numerous flock-masters and settlers in the counties of Brisbane,
Gloucester, and Macquarie, in Liverpool plains and the districts of New England, the Clarence
and Darling Downs, would afford ample resources to the emigrants for obtaining immediate
employment on such terms as the contracting parties might agree upon.

T would therefore suggest that you should confer with any firms or individuals there may
be in this country connected with the sheep-farms in the districts above mentioned, and join with
them in proparing an authenticated written statement containing sueh particulars as would
satisfy the Emigration Commissioners and the Highland Emigration Committee, that in sending
a body of Highland emigrants direct to Port Stephen, the interests of the emigrants would be
duly cared for.

You mention, as one of the two conditions upon which your Company will subseribe £200
to our fund, that amongst the emigrants so embarked there shall not be less than fifty men whose
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age, &oc., would render them cligible for a free passage under the cxisting regulations of the
Colonial Emigration Commissioners. On this point it is well to mention that the average
number of emigrants of both sexes and of all ages embarked in the ships taken up by the
Emigration Comumissioners is 300, which would give an average of about 60 heads of families.
‘We cannot, however, answer for the precise number mentioned by you of males eligible for a free
passage being embarked in the ship proposed tobe sent to Port Stephen. There may be a few
more or less than fifty ; and the total number of emigrants to be sent, and consequently the
number of men eligible for frec passages, will depend upon the information we receive from you
and other parties concerned as to the probable extent of the demand for pastoral and agricultural
labor in the districts adjoining fo Port Stephen, including the estates of your Company. All
we can undertake to do is to make up, on our principle of emigration by whole families, a
company of emigrants, proportioned, as nearly as can be ascertained, to the wants of the
neighbourhood of Port Stephen.

It is also right to mention, that the £200 which your Company offer to subseribe to our
fund, would fall considerably short of the amount which our Society would have to advance for
the body of emigrants proposed to be sent to Port Stephen; bccause, besides the regulated
deposits, we should have to assist all, or nearly all, the emigrants to provide their outfit, and we
should also have to advance the passage-money of those who are not eligible for free passages
according to the rules of the Emigration Commissioners. We therefore hope that you and the
directors and officors of the Australian Agricultural Company, will exert your good offices with
the representatives of the firms and individuals not belonging to your Company who will profit
by the introduction of these cmigrants, to subseribe to our Fund in some propertion to the
benefit they will derive from the operation.

VI.
No. 1.

Carrary HAMILTON, SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY, 10 SiR C. TREVELYAN.

Admiralty, June 7, 1852,

HERE is an estimate ; T fear it will startle you.

Our caleulation, however, is not for the voyage, but for a term of twelve months. Your
Committee have ampler data than we possess, upon which to determine the length of voyage out
and home to any particular point, and the calculation for twelve months is therefore quite
sufficient for any definite term. '

The ¢ Belleisle ” is ready as far as repairs is concerned, but we must remember that she
would have o be manned (i.e., a crew to be got), and this would require three weeks.
o Of course this period would have to be included, as well as the time of the voyage to
ban.
The “ Belleisle ” could convey, exclusive of crew, 1000 emigrants of all ages.

Inclosure in No. 1.

ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL ANNUAL KXPENSE OF THE ¢ BELLEISLE,” IF EMPLOYED A8 A TROOP-
sHIP oB TRANSPORT.

Annual expense of wear and tear,

£ £

Hull ... 1,986
Masts and yards w187
Rigging and stores . 1731

— 3,904
Wages, ag per complement inclosed ... 4,300
Vietuals ... e 2,254

— 6,504

Total annual cost cer e £10,458

£7/
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No. 2.
S ¢ Trevervan To MR, Murpocn,

June 8, 1852.

T END o note from Captain HMamilton, with an estimate of the cost of the ¢ Belleisle
for twelve months, including nearly £4000 for repairs.

But this estimate does not include provisions for the emigrants, which I believe are
comprehended in the rates per head at which your contracts are made for the conveyance of
cmigrants. If this be se, an estimated sum will have to be added to the cost of the # Belleisle”
for the cost of the provigions of 1000 emigrants.

But howcever this may be, I will thank you to have a eareful comparison made between
the cost of sending emigrants to Australia by freight-ships at the present rate, and sending them
by the « Belleisle 7 according to the estimate furnished by Captain Hamilton, and let me know
the result, with your own observations upon it. ,

The  Belleisle” might be sent to Portrce to embark the emigrants under the superin-
tendence of an emigration agent specially deputed by you. We had a frigate stationed at

Portree for many months during the famine, and another at Tobemory in the Isle of Mull, as
depdts for sale of meal,

No. 3.
Mr. Murooen to S1e €. TREVELYAN.

4, Park Street, June 10, 1852,

I rETURN you hercwith Captain Hamilton's letter and estimate of the * Belleisle.”

The * Belleisle ” is, T understand, but little over 1700 tons measarement.  Consequently
she could carry under the Passengers’ Act only 850 statute adults, ineluding her officers,
surgeon, and crew. This no doubt is less than she has carried of troops; but troops being
always onc-third on deck, and being generally young and healthy men, require much less room
than ewmigrants with their women and children.

Assuming, then, that the officers and crew of the “ Belleisle” amounted to 100, there
wounld remain 750 statutc adult emigrants to be pnt on board. I have inquired separately from
our agents and from some of the most reliable ship-brokers, and they concur in calculating the
expense of fittings and provisions at from £6 bs. to £6 10s. per statute adult. The calculation
then would stand thus :—

Use of the  Belleisle ” for nine months, as per Admiralty Estimate ... £7,843 10
Fittings and provisions for 750 statute adults, at £6 10s. per head . 4875 0

£12,718 10
whieh, divided by 750, gives exactly £16 19s. per statute adult. We took up on Tuesday last
one ship as high as £17 18s. 9d.; 80 on this calenlation the  Belleisle” would cause a saving.
Of course this saving would be very much incrcased if the Admiralty would take the ship off our
hands as soon as she arrived out, instead of requiring us to bring her home again. But whether
this eould be done I have no means of judging.

In these caleulations I have assumed that the Admiralty caleulation ineludes the outside
of all the expense that the ship would cost us, and that there ave no other charges beyond the
provisioning and fittings for the emigrants and the mess for the surgeon. I presume that as our
surgeons have the whole superintendence of the emigrants, not as regards their health only, but
also their conduect, his appointinent would devolve on us,

No. 4.

Sir C. TrEVELYAN TOo CaPTaIiN Hamrron.
June 12, 1852.

You will see from the accompanying printed correspondence, the further progress of the
affuir of the ¢ Belleisle.”

You said that a temporary deck might be constructed for the erew, by which the whole of
the accommodation below might be given up to the emigrants. Is the cost of this included in
the estimate? and if not, what would be the probable amount of it? And would the temporary
deck be so constrncted as to be ineluded in the measurement of the tomnage? This is an
important point, because the number of .cmigrants allowed to be embarked is regulated
according to the Passengers’ Act, by the tonnage.

Could you not find some suitable employment for the ¢ Belleisle,” which would enable
you to take her off our hands after her arrival in Australia ?

But if we have to pay the expenses of her return veyage, I presume we shall have the
benefit of anything we can make by rcceiving consignments of gold on private account. The
Duke (to whom I shall be obliged to you to submit these papors) might object to a return cargo
of wool, and considering the expenses of the crew, it might not answer our purpose.
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VIL

No. 1.

Sm €. Trevewvan 1o T. W. 0. MurnocH, Esq.,, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD oF
EMIGRATION.
May 10, 1852,

Ta1s letter from Mr. Raincy, the proprietor of the Island of Raasay, which I have received
with the accompanying note from his pephew, Mr. Cardwell, furnishes another proof of the
necessity of decisive and encrgeife action as regards the emigration from the Western Islands
and Highlands. Mr. Rainey purchased the island not many years ago; he has laid out large
gums in its improvemont and in supporting the people, and L know him to be a man whose word
is entirely to be relied upon. .

The suggestion made by Mr. Rainey in the fourth page of his letter, that a person should
be sent on the part of the Emigration Commissioners with power at once to decide on and approve
of the parties or families who should be accepted by the Commissioners, in order that the families
so approved might wmalke their preparations with confidence, and be ready when the notice came
for their embarkation, appears to be worthy of adoption—it being understood that the emigrants
will be approved on the principle agreed upon between yourself, Sir J. McNeill, and myself—
that is, that the emigration of the people in families will be permitted as much as possible,
especially by relaxing the rules of the Commissioners in favour of the younger members of
families, leaving the people themselves, the proprietors, and our Society, to pay for the passages
of those who are over age.

As we are anxious to act entirely in concert with you, you will perhaps talk the subject
over with us again before you answer my letter, if there should be any practical difficulty in
acting in the manner which appears to us to be required to meet the exigency of the case.

No. 2.

Mr. Murpoca 10 Sik €. TREVELYAN,

May 11, 1852,

I rETURN Mr. Rainey and Mr. Cardwell’s letters. The cases alluded to by Mr. Rainey
are those to which Sir J. Mc Neill has alluded, and on which I have communicated with him.
In the first we have offered to take the whole family, if the elder brother will give a pledge
to support the younger children, the only reason for rejecting them having been that there wasno
one in the party on whom the younger children had any legal claim for support, and they might
therefors have been thrown on Colonial resources, immediately on their arrival. In the second
case, the widow Mo Leod and her two younger children were on ome farm, and the three adult
children on other farms, and there was nothing to show that thcy were the same family. The
mistake, however, was discovered, in consequence of a further representation from Skye, before
Sir J. MceNeill mentioned it, and the whole family was accepted.

In respect to sending an agent to Skye to pass the people, I quite agree with Mr. Rainey
that it would be a very desirable arrangement ; and early tu the correspondence we informed Mr.
Fraser that whenever he could tell us that a congiderable number of candidates for passage were
ready to come forward, we would send an agent. We could not send one for a small number
only, because the agent we should employ, if possible, would be our Emigration officer at Glasgow,
who could not be long or frequently absent from his post. Hitherto, however, we have had no
intimation of there being any number of candidates ready to be inspected ; and my impression is,
that Mr, Taylor and Mr. Fraser do not attach so much importance to this part of the scheme as
we do.

In regard to the mode of carrying on this emigration, we agree entirely with you that
a great advantage is to be dorived from taking the emigrants in families; and we will endeavour
to follow that principle to its best advantage. Where in doing so a case arises which justifies a
relaxation in regard to the number of young children to be allowed, we shall be prepared to
consider it on its merits, but we cannot, of course, make any rule beforehand as to relaxing a
rule. The objection to many young children is that they engender sickness on the voyage, and
that they interfere with the engagement of the parents after their arrival. But, on the other
hand, a family may offer such advantages as to counterbalance these objections, and justify us in
accepting it, notwithstanding its having more than its due proportion of young children, This
would be espeeially the case where it contained several adult females,

In regard to the number of emigrants whom we may take, I can only say that we expect
in the month of June to dispateh eleven or twelve ships, which will take in all 3000 souls. We
can therefore find passages for a large number of the Islanders if they are ready; but of course
we must have due notice, that in case they do not come forward, we may fill our ships from other
guarters.

L
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No. 3.

S ¢ TeevELYaAN 1o T. Fraser, EsqQ., CHAIRMAN OF THE SKYE KMIGRATION
CoMMTITEE.
May 10, 18562

Sir Joun McNgint has probably already informed you that we had a long interview with
Mr. Murdoch on Friday, which on the whole was satisfactory.

We fully aequainted him with our prineiple, and he promised to favour it as far as he can,
eonsistently with Colonial interests. To whatever extent he relaxes the strictness of his rules, it
is likely to be on the side of the young.

He acquainted Sir John MeNeill with the result of his inquiries into the cases described
in Mr. Taylor’s letter, and Sir J. MeNeill has no doubt written to you about it.

As Mr. Murdoch informed me that he is in constant communication with you as to the
departure of ships, &c., it seems unnecessary for me to enter into further details.

No. 4.
Mr. Fraser to Sir ¢, TrEvELYAN,

Mossbank, Portrec, May 8, 1852,

As vou desired to be kept informed of the procecdings of our Committee here as well as of
that in Edinburgh, I send you inclosed a copy of a letter which I wrote two days ago to Mr.
2olly, the Secretary of the Edinburgh Committec.

T am to-day favoured with your letter of 4th instant, and this day week I had a letter from
Mr. Haly; but I have not yet heard whether any meceting of the London Committee has been
held, or any resolution come to by that Committee, on the question raised by Sir John MeNeill,
and discussed in my long letter to you of 22nd ultimo, as to the postponement of operations until
proprictors and creditors have come into the terms proposed to them. In the meantime, the
Skye Committee, having no assurance of aid from either Bdinburgh or London, are necessarily at
a stand still, and their present position is both embarrassing and painful.

By last post we received from the Emigration Commissioners the acceptance of proposals
for 194 souls, the deposits for which will come to £284, and whose outfit will cost perhaps an
equal sum, say £600 in all. I believe the Commissioners have a ship to sail early in June, but
to sccurc passages by it, the deposits mmust be paid in London before the 24th. The fund
collected here is, as I formerly mentioned to you, very small, and quite ingufficient to meet such a
draft upon it, so that we must abandon all hope of sending off our 194 accepted emigrants by the
present opportunity, unless the Edinburgh and London Committees agree at once to provide the
necessary funds for the purpose. I beg to suggest that the London Committee should agree to
pay the deposits to the Commissioners in London, and that they and the Edinburgh Committee
should give us an assurance that the cost of outfit will, when due, be defrayed out of the funds
under their controul, in so far as our funds may be insufficient. This will enable us to send off
our 194, who must otherwise be disappointed. The payment of the deposits by your Committee
in London will save time, an important consideration, and save some expense in the transmission
of the money. We can easily procure the outfits from Glasgow, if only assured of having the
means of paying for them in due time.

There is, I belicve, only about £200 in bank here, and I think it ought to be reserved to
meet expenses, &e. We arc in danger of losing the services of our able and zealous sceretary,
Mr. Taylor, who finds the duties of his office to engross his time so much, as to interfere seriously
with his other avocations. We owe much of our succoss with the people to his attention, judg-
ment, and tomper, and to losc his assistance would be a sericus misfortune to us. I hope,
however, that an arrangement may be made to lighten his labour, by the employment of a
subordinate, so as to enable him to continue his valuable services to us; and I have a very
suitable person for an assistant in view, whom I think we may secure for 8s. or 10s. a-week.

I shall be most anxious to hear from you in reply to this. The course of post between

Skye and London is 50 tedious, and the notice of the sailing of the ship so short, that there is no
time to lose. :

(Inclosure in No. 4.)

Mr. Frasgr 10 Mr. Rorro, W.S.

Oug first band of emigrants went off by the steamer last night; but in consequence of the
shortness of notice of the sailing of the ship for Australia, of the disappointment as to the outfits,
and of the uncertainty as to the funds in k}Edinburgh and London being available, only about 60
instead of 250 could be sent away. There is much disappointment, and many of our intending
emigrants having thrown up their lands, &c., in expectation of getting away early, it is of the
utmost importance that arrangements should be made with the least possible delay for sending
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them off. T am afraid that nothing can be done so long as our present uncertainty about the
funds in Edinburgh and London continues. On this point I have stated my views very fully in a
letter to Mr. Mackgill, and in ome to Sir Charles Trevelyan, which has been communicated to Sir
Johin MeNoeill ; and as I have not heard of Sir John's return from London, I beg to ask you
whether or not the Edinburgh Committec have definitely resolved making the application of
their funds contingent upon the proprietors and trustees for creditors acceding to their terms;
and what progress has been made in the negotiation with those parties.

We are to have a special meeting of our socicty on Wednesday next; and though there
can of course be no answer to this letter, yet I hope that before that day I may be favoured with
some communication on the subject from either London or Bdinburgh, with, if so, reference to
my letters to Sir Charles Trevelyan of 22nd and 27th ultimo.

Se C. ToeVvELYAN To MR, FRASER.

Treasary, May 13, 1852.

I aavE duly received your letter dated the 8th instant, with the inclosed copy of a letter
to Mr. Rolle, dated the Gth instant, and I proceed to answer it in Sir John MeNeill’s presenee,
and with his concurrence.

The rule that one-third of the sum disbursed by the Society on account of the emigrants,
is to be paid by the owners or trustees of the properties from which the emigrants are removed, is
tn no case, to be departed fram. The sums already subseribed by the owners or agents of
properties may be applied on account of their third as far as they will go; and beyond that no
assistance can be given until the proprietors or their representatives have distinetly pledged them-
selves to contribute to our fund in the proportion of one-third of the further sums proposed to be
advanced. If the owner or agent of a property will not do this, you will give no assistance to
emigrants from that property, but will proceed to operate upon other properties, the owners or
agents of which undortake to refund to us one-third of the sum disbursed by the Committee on
account of particular emigrants immediately proposed to be removed.

You have not given us any information which would enable us to judge how far the rules
which have Dbeen determined upon have been carried out in other respects. Tor instance, you do
not say whether the accepted emigrants have applied all their available means to defraying the
expense of their ontfit and deposits, and what sum hag been realized and applied by them to these
objects. Neither do you say whether you have taken a written obligation from the emigrants to
repay to the Society in Australia the whole sum advanced to them, nor sent us a Form of the
obligation so entered or to be entered into with them.

But on this occasion we are ready to make every allowance for the want of previous
arrangement ; and relying npon your substuntially carrying out the conditions upon which alone
our assistance can be given, we shall be ready to advance whatever is deficient (after their own
means have been fully brought to account) in the ecost of the deposit and outfit of the 194
emigrants who have been accepted by the Commiissioners,  The required payment will be made
by the Edinburgh Committee, whose funds it has heen agreed shall be exhansted before the
London Committee begins to make any disbursement. :

Sir John MeNeill will return to Edinburgh on Saturday, and he will shortly after send
you all the necessary forms of account, obligation, &e.; and I repeat, that in the meantime we
shall be satisfied if you carry out our rules in substance according to such forms as you think best.

I inclosc three copies of the rules.

Sir J. McNeill and I think that your Committee are acting judiciously in reserving the
balance of your fund, which you state at £200, for thie expenses of agency.

No. 6.
Mwr. Frasgr 10 Sir C. TREVELYAN.

Mossbank, Portree, May 13, 1852,

I am to-day favoured with your letter of 10th, but I have lheard nothing from Sir John
Me Neill since T left London ; neither kave I Liad any communication from Mr. Haly of later date
than 27th ultimo. T am thus in absclute ignorance as to the progress made in raising funds; as
to whether the London Committee have had any meetings ; and as to the views they have taken
on the point raised by Sir Johin MeNeill, and discussed in my letter to you of 22nd of last month.
At our mecting yesterday, so many of the poor intending emigrants attended, all anxious
for some information as to their prospects of getting away, that my court-room could not hold
them, and we had to adjourn to the Parish Church. Many of these people are in a state
bordering on starvation ; and T have scldom had a more painful duty to perform than to address
them without being able to give them any distinet information on the matter, which to them in
their prescut cireumstances is one of such frightful intercst.
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Should the Emigration Commissioners make any farther modifications of their regulations
as to deposits, T hope it may be on the side of the clderly rather than of the young, for it is to
the former only that the modification will be of much advantage to us. In the present state of
the labour-market in Australia | fully believe that the emigrants from forty-five to sixty will be
found the more uscful class, because more likely to stick to stationary cmployments rather than
go to the mincs. Besides, the Colony requires especially unmarried women, and in order to
secure them their parents ought to be taken on casy terms. Kxacting £11 of deposit, as is doue
by the present regulations, for persons of fifty years and upwards, not only excludes dircetly many
very valuable emigrants, but indireetly deprives the Colonies of a considerable wumarried female
emigration.

No. 7.
S8ir ¢, Trevenvan 10 Mr. Fraser.

May 17, 1852.

I nave not thought it necessary to trouble you wupon all the details of the proceedings of
the London Committee in regard to the organization of the Society, and the arrangements for
raising funds, but T have kept you informed of everything that immediately coneerns your part in
the affair, and shall continue to do so without the delay of a single post.

My letter to you of the 13th instant contained a clear explanation of the views and wishes
of Sir John Me Neill and myself as to the contribution of one-third to be required from the
proprietors, and 1 have now to add that I read that letter on the same day to the London
Committee, and that it was entirely approved of by them.

T have also to state that I have had a sccond comference to-day with the Emigration
Commissioners, and that they suggest that you should proceed at once to prepare lists of intending
entigrants, clussed in families, showing the name, age, and cecupation of each person; and that
you should transmit these lists to them, in order that they mmay forward them to Captain
Brownrigg, their Glasgow agent, with instruetions to go to the spot and act upon them as they
may direct ; and they wish you, at the same time, to write to Captain Brownrigg and acquaint
him with the fact of your having sent such lists, and arrange with him convenient times and
places for meeting him and inspecting the cmigrants with him after he has received the
instructions of the Commissioners.

I wish you clearly to understand that the lists so to be prepared and sent by you are to be
confined to the four above-meuntioned particulars, viz., the elassification of the intending emigrants
into families, and the name, age, and oceupation™ of each; and that the agent will be charged by
the Commissioners with the completion of their other forms, when he inspeets and interrogates
the emigrants (who must be assembled for that purpose when the time arrives) in the presence of
vourself and other responsible persons who are acquainted with the people.

The lists may be prepared for a larger number than ean be sent to Australia at once, the
object being to place the Commissioners in possession of authentic detailed information, with as
little correspondence and waste of time as possible, in order that they may act upon it as fast and
to as great an extent as may be in their power.

Be 80 good as to send the lists direct to the Chairman, T. W. C. Murdoch, Esq., 9, Park-
street, Westminster, as my communications have all been with him. ,

I particularly request that you will fully explain to the intending emigrants that they will
be required to apply all their available means towards defraying the expense of their outfit and
deposits, and that we will make no advance to those who we have reason to suppose have
committed the sin of Annaniss and Sapphira, and “ seld their possessions and kept back part
of the price.” You must also explicitly inform them that any advance our Society may make to
supplement their means, will be as a loan to be repaid in Australia, whether the advance be for
assisting them to pay their deposits and outfits, or to pay the passages of those who are more than
forty-five years of age.

I inclose a few copies of our appeal to the publie, as it lias been finally revised and
promulgated by the Committce. The subseriptions that have as yet been received will be

ublished rowards the end of the week.

No. 8.
Mr. Fraser 10 SiR C. TREVELYAN.

Mossbank, Portree, May 18, 1852,

IN terms of the arrangement with the Edinburgh Committee, communicated in your
favour of the 18th, received to-day, I have directed our Secretary to forward the papers of the
accepted emigrants to Edinburgh, in order that the deposits may be at onee remitted by the
Committee there, direct to the Emigration Commissioners, that being the only eourse by which
the remittance may be in time.

* This head will not, of course, apply to children,
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Tt did not oecur to me to state that the regulations as to repayments, &e., had been complied
with in the case of the emigrants already sent off, assuming that it would have been taken for
granted by Sir John Mec Neill and you, that we had not neglected to give effect to the principles
which we had ddopted for our guidance, and which, T believe, do not differ from those on which
your assistance was to be given to us. I send you copy of the Form of Obligation taken. As the
obligation comes into operation in a eolony where English law holds, I wished to have a form for
1t sent me from London, and, if I mistake not, adverted to the point in the memorandum left with
Mr. Haly. Not having an English form, I drew up the obligation in such terms as seemed to me
to be best. Do you think it will serve the purpose ?

\ The rule that no assistance is to be given to persons from estates the possessors of which
do not disburse one-third of the cxpense, must of course receive effect from the local society in
applying the funds sent to them ; and on the present oceasion it compels us to keep back of the
194 accepted emigrants, 4 families numbering 24 souls, from the estate of Skeabost, on which Mr.
Christic of Edinburgl is trustee, a gentleman who holds “that there is no obligation, either Jegal
or moral, on the proprietor of an estate, either to support the able-bodied persens who may be
located upon it, or to afford them the means of removing elsewhere,” and who has consequently
refused to contribute. From this estate about 16 families were, I believe, ejected last year, without
any attempt to make a provision for thom, and about twice the number are, I hear, to be similarly
cjected this year. There are none in Skye more wretched than the people on this estate; and it
certainly is an aggravation of the wretehedness of their lot that the unwillingness of the propri-
etor to do his duty to them, should exclude them from participating in the benevolence of others.

As representing the local society, I am not entitled or authorised to say more; but as an
individual Member of the Committecs in TLondon and Edinburgh, it would be pusillanimous in me
to withhold my opinion that the rigid application of the rule referred to is not in accordance with
the benevolent principles on which the present movement was based and has been advocated.

Form of Obligation for Repayment of Advances.

THE Skye Emigration Society having advanced to me

in money, and clothing to the value of £ in order to enable me and
my family to emigrate to Australia, upon the condition that the whole amount so advanced, being
in all £ should be repaid by me and my family, in order to be again used by the

said Society in assisting other poor persons to emigrate, I hereby bind and oblige myself, on the
expiration of twelve months from the date of my landing in Australia, to pay to Thomas Fraser,
Esquire, Sherifl-Bubstitute of Skye, Chairman of the said Society, or to the Chairman of the said
Seciety for the time being, or to any person in Australia duly authorised by such Chairman to
receive the same, the said sum of £ and on the part of my wife and children, I
engage that in the event of my not paying the said sum at the time above mentioned, the same
shall be repaid by my said wife or children. In witness whereof T have subscribed this obligation
(which is written by ) by my mark, I being unable to write, at Portree, this
fifth day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-two years, before these witnesses,
and :

(Nore—Adult members of families to join in obligation.)

No. 9. .

Sir C. TrEVELYAN 70 MR. FrRASER.
May 24, 1852,

I HavE had the pleasure of receiving your letter dated the 18th instant, with the
accompanying form of agreement, to be executed by the emigrants, binding themselves to repay
the advances within six months after their landing in Australia. T do not doubt that this obli-
gation will serve its purpose. You will, T presume, hand the agreements over for realisation to
the Glasgow houses which will be selected by the Edinburgh Committee as their agents in the
colonies, and the same course will probably be followed by the London Committee, when the
advances begin to be made by us, and the obligations to be taken in our name. Sir J. Mc Neill
undertook to preparc a form of obligation for the emigrants assisted by us, and I will therefore
send him a copy of your form for his consideration.

T am happy to be able to inform you that the Emigration Commissioners will increase the
number of their ships, and that they wil%’form an cmigration depdt at Glasgow, and send emigrants
direct from that place, if a suitable building can be obtained and ships can be hired on reasonable
terms.

The substitution of lists of intending emigrants, to be followed by a personal examination
of them on the spot by the Emigration Agent, assisted by yourself and other responsible persons
who know the people, in the place of the elaborate forms previously in use, as explained by my
letter to you, dated the 17th instant, has reduced our course of proceeding to the utmost practicable

See page 22.
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degree of simplicity, and will enuble you to forward accepted emigrants to the Glasgow agent as
fast as he can obtain ships for them.

As you cntertain the opinion that the striet enforcement of the rule, that only those
emigrants arc to be assisted whose landlords have agreed to pay onc-third of the expense, is
ingonsistent with the benevolent principle on which the present movement is based, you were quite
right in expressing it, bui T do not agree with you.

In the Island of Skye and the adjacent distriets in the islands and on the mainland iu
which relief was administered by the Rdinburgh and Glasgow Committees, there arc several
thousand families who arc in a state of distress, and arc anxious to obtain our assistance to go to
Aastralin.  The objeet, therefore, i, to send as many of them as possible in the shortest possible
time.  There is no breach of charity in selecting one of two families which equally stand 1n need
of assistance ; but there would be a great breach of charity, and it would be manifestly inconsistent
with the benevolent system on which the present movement is based, if the sclection were to be so
made as seriously to eripple our resourees, and greatly to diminish the whole number who can be
assisted to emigrate.

It is also perfectly evident, that unless the rule that the landlord is to pay one-third of the
expense, is aniformly enforced, it cannot be enforced at all.

If the subseribers to our fund were burdened with the whole expense of sending to Australia
the poor tenants of the Skeabost Kstate, we ought in equity to repay the contributions we have
already reccived from proprietovs in liquidation of their third part of the expense, and we certainly
could not ask for any more such eontributions.

Therefore, if the rule that only those emigrants are to be assisted whose landlords agree
to pay one-third of the expense, be not strietly enforced, one-third will be at onee struck off the
amount of our fund.

But the real loss would be much greater than this. There is a sturdy English feeling,
that only these persons, whether landlords or tenauts, should be helped who are disposed to help
themselves, and that everybody should bear his own burden asg far as he is able.  lven now the
prevalence of this feeling is the greatest obstacle with whicl we have to contend ; and if we were
to give up the rule that the proprictor whose cstate is relieved by the removal of the cmigrants is
to pay one-third of the expense, we must give np with it the attempt to raise any fund by sub-
seription in this country.

You state that acting upon the above-raentioned rule, yon had to keep back of the 194
accepted emigrants, 4 families numbering 24 souls, from the estate of Skeabost, of which Mr,
Christie of Edinburgh is trnstee; but Sir J. MeNeill, in a letter to me dated the 21st instant,
states that the Edinburgh Committee had received a communication from your Committee,
transmitting lctters of adviee for the 194 emigrants aceepted by the Commissioners, and calling
upon them to romit, without loss of a day, the sum necessary to pay their deposits, and that the
remittance was made to the Commissioners accordingly.

The apparent diserepancy between these two statements can only be reconciled by suppoesing
that the place of the intending emigrants from Skeabost was filled up by accepted emigrants from
other estates the proprietors of which had agreed to pay one-third of the expense ; and such, I have
no doubt, was the case; but I shall be obliged by your giving me the details of what took place.

It is highly necessary that you should keep, from the first, an accurate register of the
persons who have been, or shall hereafter be, assisted to emigrate by the Skye, Edinburgh, and
London Societies, classing them in families, and showing the name, age; and occupation of each,
the sums advanced for deposit and outfit, and the proprietors of the estates from which they were
removed ; and an account should be opencd with the proprietors, in order that the sums due by
them in respeet of their third may be realized at reasonable intervals, and applied in aid of the
Fund ; but as it is necessary that you should act in coneert with the Edinburgh Committee on

these points, T shall seud a eopy of this letter to Sir J. MeNeill, and will request bim to commu-
nicate with you.

No. 10.
Srr €. TREVELYAN TO Mz, Fraser,

Committee Room of the Ilighland and Island Emigration Society,
< 4, St. Martin’s Place, London, June 4, 1852,
SiR,

I Am directed by the Commitice to transmit to you a copy of Resolutions which were
passed yesterday by the Committee of the Higland and Island Emigration Society, and to inform
you that Her Majesty’s Emigration Commissioners have agreed to the proposals contained therein,
and have determined to depute, at an early date, an emigration agent to Portree, with instructions
to act in concert with you in the manner deseribed in the Resolutions.

The Committee request that you will immediately proceed, in accordance with the 2nd
Resolution, to prepare lists, classified in families, of all intending emigrants from the estates the
proprietors or agents of which have agreed to pay one-third of the expense, and to forward the
lists to this Society, after the emigration agent has noted in them what individuals will be provided
with free or assisted passages. A separate list should be prepared for each cstate.
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The Committee also request that you and the gentlemen who ave acting with you will give
the Emigration Agent all the assistanee in your power for the proper dlbeh‘u‘«c of the duties
entrusted to Liim, more especially by furnishing Lim with detailed information on all points on
which he way require it.

The Committee cxpect to be able to inform you by next post, of the ships to sail from
Glasgow and Liverpool with which engagements have been already entered into by the Emigration
C(}mmhmonerk and of the cxtent of the accommodation which it will be in their power to assign
to emigrants from Skye in the said ships ; and the Committee will cause you to be furnished, from
time ta time, with similar information in regard to ships with which engagemecnts may subse—
(uently be formed. ‘

The Committee desive to point out the great importance, as regards the well-being of the
emigrants and the suceess of this movement, that the intending emigrants should not relax their
efforts for their ordinary subsistence, until you shall be enabled to give them positive information
that arrangements have actually Leen made for reeciving them on board a particular ship—which
information you will yourself receive from the Emigration Commissioners or their authorized
agont, -

£ You will exercise your discretion in recommending to the Emigration Agent what families
should be included in the number of Emigrants to be as swncd to cach pmmcular ship ; but the
Emigration Agent will determine how far he can aceede to your recommendation.,

The Committee also request that you will carry out in all their details, until you receive
forther specific instruetions on any particular point from this Committee, all the arrangements
which have been prescribed by the Kdinburgh Committee in respeet to the administration of their
fund, both as regards the due execution of promissory notes in the form and manner dirceted
by the Edinburgh Committee, and the requiring from intending emigrants a striet account of
their means, according to the form of petition and return preseribed by the Edinburgh Committee,
and also on cvery other point upon which you have received instructions from the Edinburgh
Committee.

Finally, I am desired to inform you, that the Committee have made an alteration in their
4th Rule, by striking out the fcllowmg words, “and each emigrant, on repayment of the sum
advanced to him, will have the privilege of naming a relation or friend at home who will have a
preferable claim to assistance ; ;7 and you are 1cque~>tod to inform all intending emigrants that the
andertaking of this Society will in futurce be confined to advancing to them such sums as may be
required to supplement their own means for the purpose of cnabling them and their families to
emigrate, on the condition that the sums so advanced will be repaid to the Society at the carliest
practicable date after their arrival in Australia. This alteration will not, however, affect the 54
emigrants who have embarked, or the 194 for whose embarkation arrangements have been already
made ; nor does it make any change in the principles and objeet of this Soclety, 1t being still
intended that the sums repaid shall be again applied in assisting emigrants.

T have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient, humble Servant,

C. E. TREVELYAN,

T. Fraser, Esq., Chairman.

Chairman of the Skye Emigration Commitice.

Copy of Resolutions passed at « Meceting of the Highland and Island Emigration Commitice,
on Thursday, June 3, 1852,

TuaT a deputation of this Committee wait upon the Emigration Commissioners to represent
to them that there is extensive distress in Skye, and urgent nced of an immediate emi-
gration of considerable numbers of people from that island ; and that the Commissioners
be earnestly requested to instruet an Emigration Agent to proceed immediately to Skye,
and approye and finally pass for free and assisted passages, the largest practicable number
of intending Emigrants included in the ligts which the Chairman of the Skye Emigration
Committce may have prepared.

That upon the Emigration Commissioners acceding to the above recommendation, the

[2a2Y

Chairman of the Skye Emigration Committee be informed thereof, and be requested

immediately to prepare lists, classed in families, of all intending cmigrants from the
estates the proprictors or agents of which have agreed to pay onc-third of the expoense,
and to forward the lists to this Society, after he has ascertained from the Emigration
Agent, and noted in the lists, what individuals will be provided with free or assisted
passages.

And that the Emigration Comissioners be requested to provide ships without delay for all
the intending emigrants included in the above-mentioned lists.
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No. 11.
Sik O ToevELYAN 1o MR, FRASER.

4, 8t. Martin’s Place, June 4, 1852,

THE instruction contained in the accompanying letter is to prepare lists of oll intending
emigrants from the estates the Proprietors or agents of which have agreed to pay a third part of
the expense; and it may be well to state that this is intended to include those persons wlho are
known to possess sufficient means of their own to pay the whole of the expense attending their
emigration ; for although these persons will not recelve pecuniary assistance from wus, they will,
being included in our lists, participate in the benefit of the more simple and compendious process
which the Emigration Commissioners have kindly consented to allow in the case of the distressed
districts operated upon by our Socciety.

No. 12.

SiR C. TREVELYAN TO MR, TRASER.

June 5, 1852,

I mavE now the pleasurc of sending you, as promised in my letter of yeaterday, a copy
of a statement T have received from the Kmigration Commissioners, showing that 510 adult
passages have been allocated to cmigrants from Skye, in ships already engaged to sail from
Liverpool to Glasgow.

T also sond a eopy of a letter from the Secretary of the Emigration Commissioners to the
Secretary to owr Commitiee, containing further details on the same subjeet.

These docunents, taken together with my letter of yesterday, contain full instructions for
your guidance, and we rely upon aun exact fulfilment of them.

You will observe that the Kmigration Conmuissioners should have the list of the proposed
150 emigrants for the “ Miltiades,” on or before the 14th instant, it being now the Sth.  This,
therefore, is a point which requires dmmediate attention, and you must at once select thoge who
are ready to start from estates the Proprictors or agents of which have agreed to pay one-third of
the expense. If cligible cmigrants are ready who are prepared to pay the whole of their deposit
and outfit, they may be included, to whatever estates they may belong.

But although the making up of the bateh of emigrants for the “ Miltiades” requires your
immediate attention, it will not be the less necessary for you to procecd without delay to prepare
the general list of ¢!l intending emigrants from the estates the Proprictors of which have agreed
to pay the one-third, and to go over that list with the Emigration Agent, and to assist him in his
inspection of the persons included in it, as requested in my letter of yesterday’s date.

You mentioned in a former letter to me, that you proposed to employ a qualified person on
a moderate salary, to give you clerical and other assistance. There will be a pressure upon you at
first in carrying out t%ese arrangements ; and if you will geb such assistance of this sort as may
be absolutely necessary, I will answer for its being duly passed in account.

Mr. Murdoch informs me that Mr. Brownrigg cannot be spared from his onerous dutics at
(Hlasgow ; and that a specdal cmigration agent will be appointed to proceed to Skye, to communi-
cate with you. He promines me that there will be no delay in the matter.

I have duly reccived your letter of the 1st instant, with the accompanying copics of
correspondence with Sir John MeNeill. T am in constant correspondence with SirJ. MeNeill on
every point conneeted with this undertaking ; and I have in an especial matter considered with
Lim the guestion as to contribution of one-third of the expense by the Proprietors; and we are
entirely convineed that this rule must be firmly and consistently maintained, fur reasons whiel
have been already stated by me;* and we are fully supported by the Edinburgh and Londoen
Committees. There has not been one dissenticnt voice in the London Committee, and the
absolute necessity of the rule has beecome more apparent as we have aequired additional experience.
Sir J. MeNeill was still, af the dute of my last adviee from him, in communication with those agents
of Proprictors in Skye who had only given a limited or qualified assent; and if they finally refuse,
we shall not abate a jot of the strictness of our rule, and the subject must then go before the
Country and Parliament, under circumstances whieh will render a speedy and decisive remedy
inevitalle. The offer we make is, that while the Emigration Commissioners pay the bulk of the
expense, we undertake to advance two-thirds of the remainder, provided the Proprietors who are
interested in the removal of the cmigrants agree to pay the other third. The Act of last session
by which the Drainage advances weve rendered applicable to Emigration, contemplated that the
whole expense of emigration from the respective properties would be defrayed by the Proprictors,
and many Proprictors have, either with or without loans from this fand, assisted persons from
their estates to emigrate entirely at their own charge. Sir James Mathison, Mr. Alexander
Mashison, Mr, Rainy of Raasay, and the Dukes of Sutherland and Argyle, for instance.

* Sec 8ir O Trevelyan's Letter to Mr. Fraser, dated the 24th May, pages 28, 24: and also My, Fraser’s
Letters o the Agents of the McLeod, MeDonakl, and Skeabost Properties, dated in December and Jaunary last,
pages 7 to U,



By

o7
Inclosure 1 in No. 12,
Memorandum on the Shipping arrangemenis of the Emigration Commissioners.

* FEmigration Office, Junc 4th, 1852.

Or the fifteen ships which sail between the 1st of Junc and the 14th of July to Australia,
all are full except three, of which the particalavs are contained in the table below. Tt is indis-
pensable to reserve a certain number of berths in two of these ships for persons in various parts of
the kingdom, whose money is either actually in the office, or actually arriving at the rate of nearly
£400 a d‘w The whole of the “ Georglana,” however, which sails from the Clyde, can be given
up (though not without inconvenicnce) to emigrants from the Tsle of Skye.

The Commissioners will receive tenderg on Tuesday, for four more ships to sail on the 8th,
12th, 15th, and 19th of July, for Sydney, Portland Bay, Geelong, and Adelaide. But of course
it cannot be known beforehand, at what ports these wvessels will be tenderved to embark their
emigrants.

, N Estimated Number allotied
Ships’ Names. DPOPF of Destination. D‘;‘L‘Ceé:} he Nmmber Vessel for Emigrants
Cpmcuge. e CHiL CUTTY. from Skye.
Miltiades Liverpool . Melbourne June 80 21u% 150
Georgiana . Glasgow Geelong July 3 260% 260
Chanee Liverpool | Melbourne July 14 300% 100
|

* These ships have not yet been measured.  The exact pumbers cannot therfore be given.

(Signed) 8. WALCOTT.

Inclosure 2 in No. 12.

‘VAL(‘OTT Esq. o SecrETARY TO THE EMiaraTIioN Commissioners, To T, Havy, Eso.
.' » i
SECRETARY TO THE HIGHLAND AND Isnanp EMIGRATION SOCIETY.

June 4, 1852,

Witn reference to the interview this morning between a Deputation from the Skye Relief
Committec and Mr. Murdoch, T am dirccted by the Colonial Tand and Emigration Commis-
sloners to make to you the following communication.

First. The Commissioners will instruct an agent (cither the Bmigration Officer at Glasgow,
or, if hic cannot be spared, some other person) to proceed as soon as possible to Skye, to examine
and pass the applicants for passages who may be proposed to him. It is to be understood that
this agent will be farnished by Mr. Fraser with a list of those who may be ready for inspection,
made out in families, with their ages and callings; that where there are members of a family
ineligible under the Commissioners’ Rules, either by reason of age or infirmity, but without
whom the family will not procecd, the agent will pass the eligible members, on the understanding
and condition that the ineligible are to be paid for out of the funds of the Skye Committee.
That when the Commissioners shall notify to Mr. Frascr that a ship, or a portion of a ship, is set
apart for emigrants from Skye, Mr. Fraser should prepare a list of those whom he would propose
to send in her, and submit it to the Commissioners before a day to be specified by them, in order
that they may have an opportunity of deciding whether the cmigrants can properly be taken as
proposed, with reference to the apportionment of children, &e. That in case of the Commis-
sioners desiring to postpone any particular family or famllmq others shall be substituted in their
place by Mr. Fraser, And lastly, that unless the lists are sent in by the day named by the
Conmmissioners, the Comlnlssmners are to be at liberty to consider that the passages in the
particular ship in gucstion are not accepted, and to fill them up from other gquarters.  The objeet
of these rules iy sufficiently obvious, without further explanation.

Acting then on t‘na understanding, T am to inform you that the Commissioners have
taken up the % Geor clana,” to sail from the Clyde on the 8rd of July. She will earry probably
about 200 statute adults, counting cach person of the age of fourteen, and two persons between
the ages of one and fourteen, as an adult; and the Connuissioners will he prepared to fill her
<‘\c1u‘<1vd§ with emigrants from Skye. But in order to do so, the Commissioners must be
furnished with the list of emigrants to be gent by her before the 18th instant.

The Commissioners lave also chartered the ¢ Miltiades,” to sail from Liverpool on the
30th instant; and the © Chanee,” also from Liverpool on the 14th July., In the former, the
Comumizzioners would be preparcd to give to Bkye emigrants pamawr’s for 150 statute adults, and
i the latter for 100.  But to do so it would bé necessar y that tmy should have the list for the
“ Miltiades” on or before the 14th instant, and for the “{(hance” on or before the 28th instant.
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The Uommissioners propese to take up ships for Sydney, Portland Bay, (eclong, and
Adelaide, on Tuesday next, if they can obtain reasonable terms. But it is impossible to say
beforehand from what ports ships may be tendered, and whether, thercfore, they may be avail-
able for Seoteh emvigrants.  On that polat the Commissioners will communieate with Mr. Fraser.

. L4

No. 18,

Mr. Murpoca 1o Sz €. TREVELYAN,

S, Emigration Office, June 8, 1852,

Wi reference to what passed between a Deputation of the Highland and TIsland
Emigration Socicty and myself, on Triday last, on the subject of sending an agent to Skye to
uwput and pass the persons who may be propoc(‘d from that place as ennnl‘mts to Auostralia, T
have the hevour to inclose herewith, for the information of the Comuntf«,e the copy of a letter
of instrnctions addvesssd by this Board to My, Chant, a member of the department now on duty
at Birkenliead, direeting him to procced, ag seon as he can male arrapgements to do so, to
Portree, in onder to inspeet and pass the proposed cmigrants,

1 have, &e.

(FHigned) T.W. L MURDOCT

Tnelosure in No. 13

Mn, Warcorr 1o Mnr. Crrant

Sir, Emigration Office, June 7, 1852,

I asr directed by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to inform you that
it is the wish of the Commissioners that as soon as yuu shall have berthed and put on board the
emigrants for the “ Wanota” and “Europa,” you should plocued at once to the Island of Skye, and
1nsrect and pass emigrants who will be pmmnted to you by Mr, Frager, the Sheriff of the island,
acting on behalf of the Soeciety which has been formed in Lond o1 for assisting emigration from
the Uwhl‘mdb and Islands of Secotland.  Your casiest route will be by way of (A]awow, from
which a steanmer will convey you to Portrce in Skye.  On your arrival at Portrec you will at
onee report your arrival to My Fraser, who will furnish you with a list of the candidates for
passages.

You will anderstand that in the examination and passing of the candidates who will be
presented to you, you are to follow the general rules of the Commissioncrs, with which you are
well acyuainted, that is to say, you are not to pass any persons who from mental or physical
infirmity are unable to earn their own liveliheod ; who arc not of the class which may be expected
to work for wages; who cxcced forty-five years in age (unless they are ready to pay the increased
seale), cither with or without the aid of the Highland Emigration Society, or who have more
than four children undor twelve. In regard to this latter restrlctlon, however, although it will
always be necessary to keep it in view, with reference to sanitary considerations, and to the
difficulty of getting employment in the Colonies for families with large numbers of young
children, the Commissioners would not object to its relaxation in the case of familics which in
other respects may be peculiarly valuable, by reason of their comprising a number of adult
females, or for any other reason.

But besides those who will be submitted to yvou as candidates for free passages, others will
also be brought forward who will be ineligible for assistance by this Board, but who will be
allowed to accompany their cligible relatives on payment of their full passage noney, with the
assistance, when necossary, of the Highland Emigration Society. The Commissioners have agreed
to this airannoment both beeause without it, it would not have been possible, even if it had been
right, to procure the emigration of the younger members of the families, and beeause the Com-
wmissioners hope that the presence of the parents will be an additional motive with their children
for steadiness and good conduct, and will tend to prevent their desertion to the gold-fields. But
on deeiding upon this class, which you will have to do, you will be careful to ascertain that no
infirm or aged person, who is unable to maintain himself, is allowed to go out under the auspices
of the Lomml%mnel unless Lie is accompanied by other members of his fanily who arc able and
willing to maintain him. Tt is no part of the plan of the Commissioners, that aged or infirm
persons, not forming part of o family, should be sent out in the Government ships, even though
full passage be paid for them.

The Commissioners have informed the Socicty that 150 passages will be reserved until
the 14th instant, in the Miltiades,” from Livel'pool; 260 in the “ Georgiana,” until the 18th
instant, from Glasgow; and 100 in the “ Chance,” until the 28th instant, from Liverpool. These
together make, as you will perceive, 510 passages. The Commissioners are led to belicve, how-
ever, that the numiber of applicants which will be submitied to you for inspection will be much
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more than sufficient to fill these passages, and it will be obviously desirable, to save time and
expense, that you should pass as many as possible at once, to be subsequently embarked as ships
can be provided.  You will of course make out lists of all whom you pass, copies of which you
will forward to the Board; and it would be desirable that you should select for the first ships,
in concert with Mr. Fraser, the most eligible of the families submitted to you. This is impertant,
both as leaving you at liberty to consult the Board on any cases which may appear doubtful,
and in order that a favourable impression may be produced in the Colony by the first arrivals of
this class of emigrants. :

In conclusion, I am to state that you will be at liberty to charge, while on this service,
your actual travelling expenses, with an allowance of 15s. a-day. You will, of course, apprise
me fully of your proceedings for the information of the Board.

I have, &e.
(Signed) 8. WALCOTT,

Secretary.

No. 14.
Mr., Warcorr to S Cumartes TREVELYAN,

June 14, 1852,

Wirn reference to my letter of the 4th instant, I have the honor to inform you that
we have since taken up several ships, one of which will proceed to Sydney and another to
Geelong., In the ship to Sydney, which will sail from Liverpool on the 8th July, we should be
prepared to give scventy-five passages to the Skye emigrants, provided we are assured before the
22nd instant that that number of approved persons will come forward. In the ship for Geelong,
which is to sail also from Liverpool on the 15th July, we will reserve fifty passages for the
Skye emigrants, on receiving the same assurance hefore the 80th instant.

VIIL.

No. 1.
Mz. Dovarpson 10 SR C. TREVELYAN.

18, Austin Friars, May 17, 1852.

REFERRING to the conversation with which you favoured me on Saturday, T now beg
leave to bring under your notice the outlines of a comprehensive plan for promoting emigration,
the foundation of which is already laid by your Society.

An ¢ Association for assisting Emigration to the Australian Colonies,” wunder the
patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Albert, and the noblemen and gentlemen who are
already co-operating with you, might be made to embrace all the following objects :—

1. Relief of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, as already organized by your Society.

2. Relief of the parishes of England, Scotland, and Ireland, from the burden of their
able-bodied paupers; and,

8. A continuous self-supporting emigration, on the aystem already at work under Mrs.
Chisholn’s auspices.

Under this extended arrangement, Mr. Hume would be able to relieve the distressed
hand-loom weavers of Lanarkshire; Mr. Sidney Herbert might transfer his distressed needle-
women to your care; in short, such an association would gradually concentrate, under one com-
prehensive system, all the philanthrophic plans of a kindred nature which have hitherto been
doing a cerfain amount of good, but whose efforts have been limited and desultory, for want of a
sufficiently extensive national organization.

If you thought sufficiently well of the above suggestion to bestow some pains in working it
into a practical shape, I think you might succeed in forming an association whose labours would
confer the most essential service, both uwpon the Australian Colonies and upon the Mother
Country.

J';[‘he, time is propitious. We seem at last to have a Government thoroughly awake to the
importance of our Australian possessions. The public is aroused; and it would be a thousand
pities to let so much enthusiasm evaporate in misdirected, isolated, or abortive efforts.
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No. 2,
S €. Teevernvan 1o Mg, Doxanpsox.

May 20, 1852.

I BrG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 17th instant, proposing an exten-
gion of the sphere of action of the Highland Emigration Society.

Your objeet is, I think, already substantially attained. The fund of our Socicty is
reproductive, and its plan is easily capable of being extended to any elass of people in any part
of the United Kingdont; and if we obtain the encouragement and snecess we expect, it will be
s0 extended.

But et present it secms desirable that our efforts should be concentrated upon the
emigration to Australia of the surplus population of the Highlands and Islands of Scetland,
partly because these people are starving, and must cither be fed by charity at home, or be
removed by charitable assistance to other countries where they can support themselves, and
partly beeause they constitute the only large supply of suitable labour immediately available to
meet the emergeney in Australia.

Meanwhile emigration will proceed (no doubt at an accelerated ratc) from other parts of
the country beside the Highlands; and those who fecl that particular intending emigrants or
classes of intending emigrants, have special claims upon theni, will continue to assist either in
their individual capacity or as members of local Emigration Committees; and when the publie
exigency which, for the reasons above stated, demands the firs¢ efforts of our society, shall have
been in a great degree overcome, it will be our desire to extend owr operations in such manner ag
eircumstances may render advigable, to other parts of the United Kingdom,

Melbourne : Printed by Joun Frrezs, at the Government Printing Office,



